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Har the Office and Wark of the Goſpel-Ms- 
niſtry s founded on Divine Inſtitution, may 
3 2 e $4 ye who rea the Script 
With {evious bt and ee. 
19 — regs rig ＋ ormance ivy 
| attended Wit h Ar grew 756 eulties parti 
the various, frequent, furious Aſſaults of Fg 71 
ram The Lifts of Men, variouſly diſcouraging or. op- 
wo! g of i it; and partly from the weakneſſes and re- 
24 corruptions, even of the beſt of thoſe, who - 
gage in it. Yet "tis a Work very hononrable in it 
ſelf, and of vaſt Weight and Importance. I. muſt 
needs be thought - ſo, if we rightly conſider, that *tis 
che 1 nfnitely Great, Glorious, Holy, Heart-ſearchi 
od, who ( in His Providence ) Calls and Commi 
len to this Wort; that the main Scope of the "Work 
„ to batter down Satans Kingdom, to pull down the 
| rong bolds of Luſt in the Hearts of Men, to promote 


be Glory o | Divine Grace thro' Chriſt, in ſaving 
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Mens Precious Immortal Souls, one of which is mort 

| wvorvi:tbam a Heating, That: thſs who. engagt- fi 
hit, Wark maſt LEP eee becomes of tber 
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cart bed ertiden ad won f be mocked, aud Dy "wil 
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ork. t 5 
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who came not behind the chiefeſt 
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drofle la ey ont, Who is Hüftient for theſe | 


n wake the pple 4 
din Miuißerd to do ag great 1 ugriefy io 
CN e endowtnents\(.,n0t to: be αν,Vduiaαν without 4 
ceugſe of intenſe laborious Stud and Hruyer) deep Hu- 
gulli, of. mind, unfainting applicatiam and: unfbukm 


teſelution, unwearied ſuplies dvd freſbranojuringsfrom| 


Cirit the Head of Influences, are df . a right wif 
£2arge...of the Work of xthe Miniſtrybum Theſe things 


ſhould be. ſeriouſly gonfldeRd of; G, theſe who think: of| 


engaging in that moſt weighty. Work, that ſor with 


due Preparations of Soul, aud dependauce on God, they| 


may enter upon it,” They ſhould gladly uſe ſuch helps, 
as tend to fit them for, and quicken: them to; a «right 
diſcharge. of their. duty. Among ſuch helps, the fol- 
lowing Sermon may well be numbred: *Twas'Preach's 
(the not ſo large 2s tis nom Printed) by the Worthy 
Author, en the Day.of.. hjs Ordiuatien ; and tit non 

f vos), 15 ** 2 ür \ 1 5 d 0 FPubiiſii 
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Publiſl An Importungie v0 citatiggt , 
wid we j 4000 777 eg Wire male. 
pen argue! Mor Dis. Prod Habs, to > ob 
ende but bi. 9225 opinion of . „ Ie 7 
nee 2 570 Fo 5 to appear, oearly ins Prin 
ep ery Toung 15 Jon. cenſlire 7 ; 
wi hear yp 


2 5f ther rb Wal of 710. aan art 
earning "more 21 70 dit 12 and 22 5 
a 9 on J Bot 
bo ri Pub , * 55 hers 'm a 4 5 Baez 
ted in Nedlling, * N wit in St 5985 "of it 115 
Sermons, 39Bich ave 7-20) Fvorthy 0 ih Commendation Þ8 
eaſt ( pl need's they commend themſtho, * 8 
[think thi} may "be 99 d among ſuch.” Sure 1:29, 
he ny oye hed" berejn, are bighly Worthy by FE 
eepeſt- . ſerious conſideration, of all Goff, N 
iert. I bope by bras uſing of it, I am more bunt 
enfible of 0 my. . flelencies, then Ia. before; E mM 
eſire u, that for the future 7 may be quicken to 4d n 
y Station, more agreeably to phat 1s here very [oli 
and cogenttly mnculcated. I wiſh that all Miniſters won 
(as this Sermon directs ) make it their chief Buſs neſs } 0 
Preach Chrift,to ſhi) Men their need o Fare S 55 
fuitadleneſs c ſufficiency for them; en 
bey may be rigbtly acquainted with 2 def 10 7 
erg arora Ne or ai * e life fo Hi, is Image, i 
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Ml we Preach, warning every 2 
and teaching ev ry Man in ul Wiſtoin 
that we may preſent every Man 25 
in Chriſt ur: whereunto Talſo la 
firroing according 0 hit ate 
verket in me mightily." 
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ountain ) to Het and nine. who 
—. a 4 leaſt of all Saints, nels fa 
thy. : be allowed to; he uſt» 
95204 © fake the Min "and Charge, and, Over 


chem in the 
e. Ser aud Slenm zink ig come. for m Public 
ia n fal manner ( k. 
ing on of the Hands of the N 7 „i into the Sacred 
Office ( whereunto He h 4 _— and unto 
which would in al ym: Aj 4 
ſenſe df tht [Irtacho/4 af The 1K Te Ee 
of my own inſiſiciency, in — 00 the Promis'd 
Divine Treſence, -with utmoſt; Si incerity, biad my 
ſelf in the Lord before pany Witneſſes, 
learn my Duty,; movel n ya Aﬀettic 9875 XA 
| Eno omega from the Tse o FScripture be. 
fore us — Whom we Preach, wan &c. 
THEY are the Words of the e Apoſtle 1 Paul; and 
herein he has lefc a bri een 4 his own 
condyct, for Mrection an entire unto af ales Leer 
the. Service of the Güſpel; and Whi 
org wills fford Fe lechus uo. ;uq1ſenſoralys; fü a 
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and ſe! 155805 zol the Words unto the Conte By K 
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ſays he: We=cither (as ſore ſay ) including the 
ors Apoſtles, and Faithful —— 138 
with himſelf; or elſe ( as ſay j. orhily þ 

putting the firſt Perſon Nural, for the Pers C 
fon Singular, which was cuſtomary with him, as . Te 


tis with us. 
HOW ig noble, how trivial and minite Fes Wo 
Y appar foms how cont tible ſo- 2 12 


rel Work may 7 0 a. | 

nto ever this of Preach? t t rennt 
{ol Gentiles, a Star of” he H 

us rude, not a whit behind the very Chi . A- 1 11.5. 


* Dockor of 
is d poſtles, bro't up at the feet of Gamaliel, and A. * 3. 
my profited above many in all the Learning 
ue and Chriſtians, tho't it 10 foo bop to gie e. 6 
ne the Miniſtry of fle e Use me ( days fe) 5, C. f. 
be. . — Gries piven chat 1 bee e For - te A 
Cc. Mthe which a fer, nevertheliß I am not aſhamed, , 
and neither count I. 10 e dear wb ſelf, fo'rhatl | 48. — 
may. finiſh the en J have received oF the 1 
Lord. He took all occaſions thus ro magnify his Ro, nag. 
ice, and in all his Writings we find inter pers d | 
ich a moſt pleaſant ng boar nne e 8 
riumph and glorying in his NI R 
THE O VATION here is chis, . 1,098 
THAT Prehebing is ns great, and * 2 N of 
he Paſtoral: Duty. mg 

THE Myiiſtes; of the Goſpel « are Jed Aw 1 Cor. 4.1, 
of the Myſterys of God . The Di en of oak 
— 1 — to F vr. of 'the der 1 
ouſe and Repoſitory © „ ring for 
are, ar the good} Hou A ty 5 Matty 5 * 
— in He for ddr [dhe wee” 

or correction, tings prof 1 e aevi 1 Pet. 4. to. 
Han hath -1eceived the Flock over Ad. 20. ab. 
which the Hely:Ghoſt. bat * them Ov , teſti- 
— 2 pet of ef of God. does wr. 24» 
— this with che i parte IH 4. 
AINI B expreſſions 
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expreſivas of endear e 
Fob, 21.— 7% A ſaying, Loo 


xy nad Feed j &d 
bay eb 9 what . the 


Fa Son Timothy f I Ch 
, before Gol andthe Lord 2 Chi 


nick and the dend at His 
Preach the Word, &t. 
we of 4 Foy ek of our Lond. Give at. 
uf, to Bxhoitation, ro 
5 11.30 = Foy then, is an Ocdinance of Heaven 
eee mor: to be declam'd _ as — 
45. How vil then are that de/ 
. forſake the Aſembli 1 — Foo 4 
* a the mane ſome u, au Mad Faithful 
hers with che m6 contemptuou 
45752 Good Mingfters are Lights to he Wok World; und Sall 
+* -©*44. unte the Earth, the: beauty of Jacobs The Chariot 
Ai. 2.12. and the Haſemen thereof; "The Gloy of Chriſt, _ 
And. 23. Zn for Him, and worthy of donde bono 
——5.20. The Tha; acknowledge them 000 yet -#bey t 
1Tim. 5.17 glombnt in the eye f the Lond. — ed, 
= 49. 5. deſpiſed, fete, . 27 bd, a perf 
10or. 4. 13. — and 3 — Noe yo oll-things to thi 
appear in the ſight of Henoen, with 
Lan of diſtinguiſbing ck — to donblt 
„„ 
neger. Pitten, r\ e I 1ppn 
A0. 10. 15, fenen t hut Precb the-Go(pel of Raf Bebel 
ye; ds, und worden £5 pers. 
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Eh, ks my N et ue think it a dj dent to , hi 
e y'd' in Preaching the Goſpel 
8 tbig work, as he only for /f 
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= KQ.cace/ dignity and 
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CHER, Xing over Hrn. Vea, and @ gtvater 
fe? ha om e abs — Prieſt af ou? 
cet Sm of v a Heb. 2. 3. 
he 


of the Go the Goh, which at r 10 8 4 44. 10.36 
by the Lor | 
— was one —— Luk. 4.42. 
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al 8 - AND how do the ex tPa aa ory 6.10; 
101the dumb E idle 5 e Flock e 
nd and jan — the in dogs 


hich can never "y po WY not "tl 215 56 2 
* et will only wat 3 
BSERVE, What was t ee "utter of ; 
he oils Preaching ng, viz, CHR 3. 
Preac lays he, I. e. Chriſty When he had ex- 
preſly mentio in the verſe immediately 5 — 
ending: — Chriſt in you hs hope of A8 
we Preach briſt was the Sunn and anos of 
his whole ow, ans 44 7 1 or reductely; Gal. 6.11. 
_ Cucumci an 70 oy "ir Ho Ge NN 
Haditions of t Fu — #4 entile 
e 
ines of Aen. No; ſo rtermin hy 
not 7. thing amo ou, fave Feſus Chriſt. 10. 2. „ 
So alſo he ſa * elſe where, 12 Preach not our ſelves, , Cor 3. 
but Chriſt 700 s the Log, Thus likewiſe tis ſaid 48. 
of the other A — — — not Gly to Teach 5. 42+ 
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1 - DOCT. CHRIST. # the Grand Subject, which the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhauldin their Preaching mainly 


iS N99 
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1.11. NO other Foundation can amy Min ly, than that 
* which % laid. Th ler decordis 7 hk Grace 
„ of God given to chem, as wife Maliter-builders, 
44. 10.36. have, lid this Foundttion, and uno tie do all the 

Prophets give witneſs ; let every Man then take heed 

how he buildeth; let the Builders bewjre, the 
i Tet. 2. efuſt not this Chief Corner. Stone, the” Fqundari MN 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets. 
CRS T is the Centre of Revelation, and the 
.-  ndequate Subject of Preaching ; and He muſt be 
the Subſtance and Bottom of every Sermon. Men 
muſt not lawſh away their Miniſtry on oy mat. 
2 * of doubtful 7 ſprtation,or empty ſpetulation; but 
they muſt Preach the fohd and weighty truths that 
Epb.3-8,9--are'nccording to Godlineſt, the Unſearchable Riches of 
-Chrift, to make Alen ſee what is the fetowſop of the 
-myſtety, which from the pegoming hath been hid in God, 
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= my „ ho 


ä 3 1 
> : 4 
a 2 * 7 
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ese 


TIERE are ſome -headed Opinioniſts,who * 
pretend to fee with infallible Eyes, and ſet up "I Nu 
indubitable Oraeles, transformmg themfeloes* into 


'Anpels of Light, yet ſpeak with the tongue of Men, 
and the miſerable dialeF of conupt nature, belch. © 


_— ing out the romantic forgerys and falſe viſions ofa il ” 
fen pered brain for the Fiith once delivered to the Bf © 


aids; Prophecying Het and a thmg.of nong ht, the eq 


97. 14.1 ö | . 
Fr * I deceit of their heart; and the ſhadows of dm, hav- H 


ing no better light, than the A of un. i 3 


p . TY. 0 1 77 


0 IAE Mygery of Chrift, which our \hoty*Apoſtic { 
. | og Nie 


Relating to the Goſpel-Mikiſtry. 2 

ften mentions,” and that for ever with admiringg 

rapture, Theſe Men, the Scoffers of the laſt day, 

with pert and baretac'd'preſumption boot at, and 

unt down as mad ent hu , inſipid cant and en 3 

They make it their hmuble ro play wich, and 

their eye. fore to ſpurn and ſoarl at. Here they 

ſet their ſilly and ſooty wit to brisk up, and 

vent it ſelf in fleering ſarcaſms, or ſneeritig bur- 

leſque ; Here they rave ot droll ; and prate againſt 3-Job. 10. 

the faithful Preachers of Chriſt, with malie ee 

mords, painting em under their own colours, as 

Fools and Bablers, as fanatieal, and fantaſtic, as 

Men of {{aviſh minds; and weak underſtandings. 

How juſtly do theſe malevolent ſounds reverberate 

upon themſev e? 4 
SUCHare jilthy dreamers, empty clouds, 7 

nothing, who conſent not to wholeſome words, aui to t 

Truth, as tis in Feſus. Theſe are Enemies to the Grofs 

of Chriſt (' whoſe end ſhall be according to their | 

works ) and are removed from Him unto another Gal. . C. 

Goſpel,- and ſo he open to that awful Anathema | - 

denounced by the Apoſtle; ſaying, Tho we, or an 3 

Angel from Henten preach any other el unto you, thai . 

that which we've preach't unto you, let bim be ac- 

cuſed. Oh, my Soul, come not into their ſecrets; Gen. 49. 6. 

unto Hott Aflembly, mine honour, be not thou 

united. 1 n: * | 
THEY, that are Friends of the Bridegroom, who Job:3. 29. 

have ſo learned Chriſt, as he is taught in the School 

of tha Trgphets and Apoſtles, and with whom (be 

au fe e Goſpel does contmue, are not aſhamed to Phil. 3. 8. 

Neeb the*Greſs, and count all things, but loſs for the 

exceliency' of the knowlege of Chriſt and Him Crucified. 

Whit sthe Chaff to the Wheat ? ſaith the Lord. What Jer. 23.28, 

is the vain — of the Greeks, and the exact 

nghteonſneſs of the Iariſres, but dung and dreſs to 

ſbe riobes of the Glory of this myſtery f 


ITin. 6.4, 


TESUS 


w "O23, 


Job. 6.35. JESUS CHRIST is the Bread of Life; and nothing ime 
bur %, will ſuit the un, and inclination of the 

Siritual dpperice ; nothing but this,: will. beget 
and maintain the vital flame of Spiritual Life; eve. 
ry thing s{ſe will prove either à Stone, or a Kr. 
Pont, unnatural & jejune, or poiſon & pernicious, 

_ MINISTERS then muſt ſtudy to entertain their 

Floeks with a continual Feaſt on the glorigus ful. 

IC 1, there. is in Chrift z muſt gather fruits from 

Nu. 33. 15. the BRANCH of Rightepnſneſs; from the Tree of Life, 
for them that hunger, feeding them not with the 

went which periſbeth, but 7 which enduret h to 
everlaſting liſe. They muſt open this Fountam of 

kiving Vaters, the great myſtery of Godlineßs, in- 

to which all the Do&rimes of the Goſpel; that are 

 _ __ branch'd forth into ſo great a variety, do, as 10 
many Tivukets. or Streams making glad the City of 
God, flow and.concentre. ' , US vo HL 

_ THEY- muſt endeavour to ſet forth Chriſt. 

Heb 1. 8. In the dignity of His Perſon, as the * of His 
Tim. * Fathers Glory, God manifeſt in the Flaſb. In the 
* . 3. reality, neceſſity, nature, and exerciſe of His three- 
fold Ofice of a Prophet, of a Irieſt, and of a King, 
& both in His State of Humiliation, and Exalta- 
tion. —Inthe glorious bexe/s of His Redemtion, 
the Juſtification of them that believe, the Adop« 
tion of Sons, Sanctification, and an Inheritance 

1 Jet. 1.4, that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for the 
: Saints. -In the wonderful Methods and means, 
view x in and by which we are called into the e 
* . 9. the Sm our Lord, and © made partakers of the Re. 
daemtion by Chriſt, — In the nature, and ſigni- 
fication, tha excellency and worth of all the Or- 
Ainauces, and Inftiturions of Chriſt, with the ob- 
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ligations on all to attend upon them; & the like, 


WHATEVER Subject they are upon, it mull 
vc ſome how 7omted unte Chriſt. All Sin muſt be 
rr witneſſe 
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Relativng to. the Goſpel-Miniſtry: 5 
ieneſied againſt; and preached down, ab oppoſite | 


to the holy nt, the wife and gracious Are | 
and juſt gavernment of Chrif: — So all duty mult be N 
perſwaded. to, and preach'tup, wu due regard . :* + 
unto Chriſt ; ro His 4uthority commanding, . and -- © 

to His Spirit of Grace aſſiſting, as well as to the 


merit of His Blood commending; and th te dM 
the vain preſumption, that decoys ſo many into -— 
ruin, who will ſecurely hang the-weight of chew 
hopes upon the herns ot che Atar, wichout paying 
expected homage to the Sceptre, of Chriſt. All che 
Arrows of ſharp rebuke are to be ſteep'd in the 

Blood of Crit; and ehis, to prevent thoſe deſpond - 

ing fears and frights of guilt,” Which ſome times 
awfully work to a fatal iflue. Dark and 1 0 

rant N — to be directed to Ciſt, as — 

dun f Aighteouſneſs: conomeed Sinners ure to be ah 
to C —— & the only Cityef A. Mal: 4. 
fuge; Chriſt is to be lifted upon tagh,for the v 

in$pirit to look unto;asthe bitten Iraelites to te 7b. 14,5 
brazen Serpent of old. The Sick, the Lame, and 

Diſeaſed are to be carry'd, to Chriſt; as che Greue 
Nyſerimi, the Lord or Healer: the dich lar, and Hat: 9.12. 
timorous to be guided to Chriſt, as the Conſolation 8 


of Iſrael and in us the hope of Glory. Every comfort 
adminiſtied ff /to be /fortren'd Vieh gu“ water Cl. l. 27 
Iſai. 12. ? 


* 


from this Well of Salvation, "which only can quench 
the. fiery darts of the'evil one. The Promiſes of 
the Goſpel are to be apply'd, as being in Chrit 
Tea, and in Him Amen, to dhe Glory of God. So the 200 l. 40 
ineatumgs-of the Law ate to lighten and flaſh 

in the eyes of Sinners, as the ttrors of the 

Lud, and ſparks of the Holy reſentment of an i. 

cenſed Saviour, which hover now over the Chil. 

dren of di ſobedience, and will one day unite, and 


fall heavy upon them. The Love of Chriſt to us 
15 to be held forrh ay che great confiraining no- 


— — —— 


Nos 


zire to Religion, and the Life of Chriſt as the 
bright, engaging pattern of it. Progreſs and In. 
Joh. 15. 4. creaſe in holineſs are to be repreſented, under the 
Eph, 4.15, notion of an abiding in Chrift, and growiug up into 
—TCr. 13. , 16 __ Head, — Criſt: 7 Table in 
5 race —as the menſure of the ſtature of the fulueſi o 
Job. 17. a4 Chriſt ; and — eſe ns — for ever with . 
Lord where He is, a beholding His Glory, and d wel. 

Mat2g5.21 lin in our Maſters Foy. fd vis Cf 
| THUS in imitation of the 1 way of 
preaching) there muſt be a beautiful mterrextuie 
of references toChiſt ;*4 a golden thread twiſted 
— — to _ and 7 the 
| fame, ſo 4s to e it expieſs a ſavour of the know. 
200r.2.14. lege of 'Clniſt, Thus — — — into the 
treaſury: of the Tempie muſt this inſcription" 
upon it, (Which was once the humble language n: 
of a pious, Martyr in the Flames) NONE but 
_ _ CHRIST; NONE but CHRIST; that ſo eve. 
xy one, bebolding in the Word Preach't, à in « 
laſs, the Glory of the Lord, may be changed inta the 
g. Jame image from glory to glory. OD 


= 7 3 x Ww-r--r--wps 


2097.3-U3- 7" 111,- OBSERVE the Apoitte's mamer of preach 
ing; and that is with ſmparnality, W3ſcom, and 
* - » diligent Application. bak 


I. /ORSERVE His —ů — r 
7 (ſa s he [4 Man, and tec ing every 
dead . 1075 his work by the two princi 50 

1 inſtances of it, Viz. Admonition and Inſtruſtiun fta 

I Henceit is the Ofice of Miniſters to rebuke, at 

T. 3. 1j. well as to direct; and the order of the words ſeems 

to Hiut, that reproof for Sin commonly goes 12 

to open the door for the entertainnient af 

tion in duty; till Men are continced of Sin. theſ pre 
will not be inſtructed in Righteouſneſs. } And the 

Apoſfit declares his Fidelity and Impartialiiy, at ue. 

vom every Man aud teaching -ecoy Auge 


the tt: * ht every whoe i in erer Church, and ceaſed 10h. 4. 17. 
l. not to wn 510 ne Night ang Day with 1 5 7 4. 20. 31. 
* 


Relathng'to the ehe mines. 


the konin mou Nam. 1. 14. 
| both the wiſe and unwiſe ;, rec g 

** Dehtor to the Jem fi elt 225 ; d to the G 

and accordingly, applying imſelf to every Len 5 
* 0 cher fearing che faces, nor ſparing. the ow . | 


any. I 1 Sd 


DOCT. 1 T becomesi the Embaſſadors - of * 
of Ml | maintain unſpotted Im 9 | 
rial Diſpenſatious to their Floc 7 


ted i HENCE, we've that ſolemn adj urdtion of & our. 01.25% 
the WApoſtle to Timothy— I Charge hes before God, Tig. at. 
on. Wand the Lord Jeſus heiſt, an muy Ele& Angels, 

the that thou 9017090 theſe things without preferri 


101" None before another, Wing nothing by Pp meiality. 
age e t not itt an Ie ace, 9 
ut 


to be ſway'd by ' perſona 55 eſs, nor prejudi 
hey 1 Y ” byaſs 1 by. a views 
private advaits e J. diſadvadtage; neither 3 
miles, nor terrors ma „divert, br. ken 909 . 
heir work: with al 10 e and indiſcrimina». 


mp regard to out. omp or erty't 

n and to tent rb Nan 2 ie, 
1 Souls are God's; 'as the Ful 6 the Fat her 5 a Exek. 18.4 
he Soul of the Son; as of the b ot the Kr. K 18.4. 
ant likewiſe. He we not all one Father; Hath Au. 27 . 
ot one God created us? The wi pd the r... 
and upon aevel in the thin God, and are 

ated at the ſame Value in the x of Life, Muc 

here is neither Circumciſion, not 7 7 N bonds 3- 11, 
or free, zus Chriſt iz all and in! aft ; 747 1. 1 
erceive that Goll is no. reſpector bn. he XX 34. 
vrerogatives of hirth, bonour, tat and. the. hi, [5 
Jo not conmend unto God ; 36d; They Id not then 


0 yay of Men, the Minil 1 e, 


* 4 Praflica Diſcomſe. - 


"the other : © external relations beat 0 weigt 

I. A. W the Coſpelibeam "> the Balances of the nds 
« Hr r. Ve = then, to be held ſteddily with an equal hand 
the one (ide, as to e we ; M 

1 * 3 9 — ug 9 2 to in 

t as the Honora E Tor amo 

Tit. 2. 9. „ Brethren as tlie Rich in his foe They 
muſt nor deſpiſe a Soul the more, nor value holinels 

the le, for being wrap't up in che garments 0 

fileh, and lying abject on a dunghill They muſt 

not diſdain to enter into ſinaały Cottages, nor thin 

it beneath em to dreſꝭ the . ohn 

Kev. 23. I God 5 cho 1 of e 40 is often 
Jun. g. 5. Letter | l more in the Poor 
ch 8 the goodly palgces of the Great 

The fumble. v ale s are ofren more fruit ful, chan 
The. gh, ang welling hills. If. Miniſters deſpi 
85 are they not i hep become partial in themſelt ei: 
D on the other 12 as. to cenſiue and ad. 
N. ; the 5 0 be impartial Monitors, & faith. 
Jer. 25. 34. fally warn N h, and eee dl Flock, as 
well as the baſe — mean; neither to be. brib d nor 

5 r'd,neither to be wheedl'd.1 nor huff*t out of 

t duty. and work. They muſt beware, not to 

4 1 ta quality, and diſtinction, nor coun 

ar influence. aud . plentiful” fortunes. Har 

the bet, are too apt to dauk, and ale 

lage were? 11 2 PUR or ſtop ther mout ba, oF. prophecy 
Ezek1y. 58 10 Str and for pillows, | tempering, their 


c late, agd,.t ing ea, 
K A he 25 fende iments upjuſt 
1 105 Lace tg upto wie clocks tn. e 
Br at a b this the Sate 

45 5 e — Lew, 


K 1 
13; 1h «i or! 
F,wPI%D. 

WH . 


Alt 2. 10. c 


Relatu te the ehh g 43 


Vs 1 


. 


Paraſites often, that ſtrok and oth ther 
c the hopes « of bene influenc'd by 
ar rowns, | 

BUT Miniſter! muft not ſand don, and, 85 v 

raid of beugte 0 he invaſi 632.42 K. NN 
re made o dom of . bold His 1 — * 

rampled un he Ei Bhd His 1 laid in th 

luſt ; 1 they «juſt know no-difference betw ween 

ince and Peaſiht,; Now they NH be touchic 


has" ith concern, ame with zeal, and burn 5 
* ouly for the Lord of Hoſts, th e 198 18598 are Cant. 8.6, 
70 oe a moſt rehement nfs, UT ll waters can. fs 
125 pot quench, lor the floods of th „ e ap nn 
Sd + Fa nan would; give all the gate A, 15 | 

a bribe, it molt be contemmed wu! 72 They 2 1.17. 


gird up their loins, and ſet thei: e pup” as 2. 


JP 1 8 ant, harder than a flint, and ari 29 beir Exek. 3.9. 

re, and cry in the cars 7 theſe- Sous, of lial, Fol I.. 

ich, Ting, Thus faith the Lor whetber th 7225 ar r 

A 118 they will, rbear : exborting, and 

- C with all authority, being bold in G0 to ſpeak the 15. 

ol e eren Jo not a ; flea aſing * but gy who 3 575 2.2, 

** the heart, neither at am time . uſing wor ds of flattery, —— - 

— = knowin mg ny any: Wag after the. bog The. — 10ë. by 1 
oung Ma 


n Elihu, has left an imitable E 
— hereof unto us — Days ( ſaith he 2 hb Fob 32 
nh gear Men are not 125 wiſe, neit the aged unn. 
7 erftand judgment. ; Dot e wil 1 — Till | 
wow 15 {poi md let me not ( I prayyou ) accept 


uſt "man's perſon * 9 4 my, Maker. wowd 
— me am iy, 


\Pharj 5 gare 
th Fm Nen hat thou 
inne, aud wh 


oy * way 0 2 by 2 7 Mat. 22. 16 


5 care thou f for. for thou 108. the 

* *When | David 3 b 

ay 512 fi Wy wa | he Led, 7 a finial in YL z Sem, $4 
ng fas, faithful Nathan Ga Plajnly with him. = 


— * 


— 


4 Practical Diſcourſe. A 
1 Kin. 18. did WW jealous for the Lard God of Iſrael, n 
ove jb oy ens at the terrors of the Kin 
Nebem. 13. So did — Mbennab contend with the prophat 
Mat.14.4. Rulers L Nobles. So did John Baptiſt admonit 
Herod the Lo undaunted at a Crown ali, 


28 


y — 
4 LL 


Ac. 2425 Sceptre. cf e did will: 
Bri the Faith | 
hrift, of ri Aarne a Judg 


| _ tho! they OT our FA arrows with om i 
1 2 nation an forrify the height of their Roe 
| A Ti, 19. MINISTERS are called  Fiſbers of Men: na 
| the Net of the Goſpel (to allude to what | On 
has faithfully and wiſely obſery'd concernin 0 
1 n mane Laws) is vol to be like 4 Hider . et 
1 tn carch ſmal flies, and let the g Nr en e. 
4 105. . 1. AGA, They re ſtyled Stewards ; K* tis 
ds deres 'of a Steward, that a Man be found faithful in 
= giving to every one his allowance, feeding all the 
= 2 Famiſy, one as well as another. © 
Vu 9. 37. GAN; They are termed Hu:bindmen, that ſo 
1Cor.3.3,9 und water; 0 whey muſt cultivate and improye 
3 Ti; * 7 erer piece of Laber They muſt tend erery pon 
that grows in their 'nurſer Tbey muſt knov 
the talk tree and the low cru, 12 all. the tree 
Mt. From the" Cedar i in Lebanon 15 The, IR that 
ring, oft bf the Wall. 
' AGAIN, are call'd Sleptbhdl & pit 
Tho A take Sheet] to af che Flock, ee nd 
2.5 cherer r 
bone is 
Ji 1:4 31:90 b l (14+! 01 
bb , S us 


Relating to the Goſpel- Miniſtry. * 


AGAIN, They are call'd Vatchmen ; the faith» Exek. 3. 17. 


Kin Watchman walks the rounds, and inſpects the Cant. 3. 3. 
ph Town, not confining his care to this, or that 
noni 


ticular houſe : ſo they that keep the march of the , 7 IE 
4 the gates of the temple, muſt walk cncum- FO 


hy, watch in all things; and to every bouſe. Th 
ith aft be cloa-/ d with the Sum, and their going fort 
judo uſt be from the end of the Heaven, and their 
ee chro'out all the Earth. They muſt not ſuffer 


e moſt filthy corner to eſcape their view; nor let 
jere be any place, where their voice in not heard. | 
hey muſt be full of Hes within, without, before Kev.4.6,8, 


icke Lehmd, looking abour-erery way z\ ſetting the 

e etch 10d, and riding the circuit: 7 | 
ns os 4G ALN, They are ſtyled Saldier r; atu they muſt 2 Tim. 2. 3. 
Iii e vp their voice as a trumpet to warn er * 
jk an, lay the Siege round abort, draw the Sword 
gth. 


f the Spirit upon ev adverſary; iferting-the © {0 
oint thereof — al their gates, ſmiting ev yy * 
ne, as well Agag the King, as the meaneſt Ama. x Sim. 15. 
kite, not ſparing the beſt of the ſpoil, any more | 
han the vi/e and v ene 
THE golden rule of Charity, and tender pit 
0 the Souls of ' Men, nmr \obliges and N 
oudly ſunmons Miniſters to ſuch fidelity, and im. 
art iality in their Adminiſtrations». it ſhould 
nelt them into tears of holy indignation, & move 
heir bowels of compaſſion to behald wretched 
en, wronging the ir ou, Souls, ſwallowing deadly poi. Nov. 8.36. 
n, playing on the bole of the aſp, & caſting fre. brands, 


100 owe and death; and they ſhould be quicken'd ſo. 
emal, from God to charge and check ſuch even -. 6 
that he rich and great, and by all the dear and ſeaſo- * 


gable diſſw aſives of love to bant up their way, 
daß their carrier, and turn em from the error of their 
en the wiſdom of the juſm. e 
SOalſo the natural law of /elf-preſervatim,& the 
ca! N g:ecunl -. 


6 


© - 
my * 14 * 


9 K 


* 


| eternal rules of compaſſion to their ownSouls,i 
tte ſtrongeſt obligations unto this duty. If they & 


Fun 


. 
- 


Dal. 9. 12: pence/inthemſelyes, when God ſhall come to mak 


1 -y 
_ * mn * — 
453 6 Py _- 


Luk.11.23 
Exek. 3. 18 
Le. 19.17. way, and in am wiſe to rebuke him to ſave his life, 
all die in bis iniguity, hut. thou pal Juffer fr" 


48.25. 26 from the blood of all: Men;they'muſt warn ev'ry Mai, 


| diſcharge 6 his Work. warning & teaching evtty 
Ilan in all Wiſdom. Wiſdom is the Sol, that 


AY 


1Cor. 9.26 


A Prattical "Diſcourſe | 


not cri aloud to ſhew tranſgreſſors their ways(whili 
fue ſoever they te of )admitting there wſ'" 
not the moſt palpable grounds to deſpair of ſucceh 
in the admonition, they are look'd upon” by th 
chief and unerring Judge as intereſted in thepuil, 
and acceſſory to the rum of ſuch as periſh thro 
their neglect; and they ſhall receive a juſt recom. 


anquiſition for bod 
"THE ranfigration of Sin from periſfing Sor 
unto unfaithful Watchmen is no platonic dream, d 
airy notion, but a doctrin according to godlmiſ 
taught in the School of Chriſt, The mouth q 
truth hath ſpoken it — He that i not with me » 
again me, and he that gathereth not ſcattereth. ] 

ſpeakeſt not to warn the wicked from his wick 


him, and his blood will T1equirz at thy hands, As 
niſters then would del:rer their: own Souls, amd 1 
laſt appenrbefore the Judgment. Seat of Chriſt pu 


and teach every Man without fear of undue cer. 
fines, or threatning danger. 
2. OBSERVE, The Apoſte's WISDOM in the 


wings and gives life to the moſt induſtrious applics- 
Ben er of ny ect pro dan NE VR 
out the help whereof, to concert proper meaſures all 
poſſible endeavours, in ſome eaſes, may ſtarve ant 
miſcarty. The Apoſtle therefore, that he might-not 
nam in vain, nor fight as one that beats the dir, made 
it his ſollicitous concern to brder his affairs w 
diſeretion, and to wok as a wiſe * : 10 


18 A Practical Diſcourſe 
An unwiſe, imtrudent Miniſter is a Soleciſmin terms 
Hal. 56.10 35 to ſay a dark Sun, an empty Fountain, a bling 0 
ö Watchman, or an ignorant Guide, that cannot 
Aiſcharge their proper duty, nor any wiſe anſwer 6 
their next ends. Miniſters can never. aſſert the * 
juſt honour of their ation, nor fulfil the noble o 
&fign of their inſtitution, without ſome tolerable de. . 
gree of Wiſdom ; tis is an excellent talent, which. 
8 it behoyes and becomes them to ſearch for, as fy Ml « 
or. 3. 4. bid treaſinel, I feng up their voice for underſtauding, p 
aud bowing theiv heart to wiſdom as the principal thing, 0 


1 
| 
J - 
H 
553 
13 
1 


—4. 7. 1 cron of glory, and an ornament of grace. 10 

N BUI let us here enter into a few particulars, 4 

| $4.01: wherein thisMiniſterial Wiſdom is to be diſplayed, WW th 
| IT might be premiſed, E 


S.. MINISTEKS muſt be cery Wiſe in ordering I in 

Zhe:r private converſation, that they don't allow my Ml 

thing that may extenuate their in fiuence, and ener, Ill of 

I 6. x, vale their admmiſtrations.. ö th 

: ?: 3* . THEY. muſt be of the moſt approved morals, 

of boneft 1eport, well ſpoken of for good works. A ſpot. I a, 

leſs, clear, and unblemiſh*t;credir, will add a for- I by 

cible authority unto, and reflect a beautiful chm I b 

101, their publick Preaching. The want of this th 

unhinges the door, and opens the gate to floods of 

contempt; unpins the whole frame of their Mi. 

niſtry, makes the very pillars ſhake and totter, 

| puts the foundations, out of courſe; and threatens 

Tit. 1. 7. all with ſhipwreck and diflolution. Viſe there. 

fore is that ſolemn adviſe of the Apoſtle to Titus, 

Ae, no Man deſpiſe thee.—. DO nothing, chat ſliall 

3laſt, or lot your reputation, but always ſo ac, 

and ſpeak, and — your / ſelf, as to preferve 

an untarniſnt luſtre on your: character f Tbis will 

command an affectionate veneration to your Tes. 

ſm; gad thed rays of lights. and beat to -regom-" 

; nnd, and zäme your Headings . > © 1 WY} 
I *2 & 


PETR 
o £4 


— — _ 
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1 Tim. 3.7. 


F DE Tr 


. 
- _— 


Ix a Man's Nine be u prer tour Oymmentzir will 

caſt an odour of „ ſweet ſmell on his Ministry, 

give it a gratefül ſatour, and an agreeable reid. | 

But if the Sows of Elñ, the' Prieſts, mate themſelves 184. 2. 17 

zile, it will cauſe all the Afembly to al bor the offerings 

of ils Lord, to deſpiſt zit Altar aud ſtumble at t 

EXAMPLE ſtrikes quick & ſinks deep; carries in it | 

a peculiar'ſIrereignty, 'and'a much more controlling . 

power, than dry rv et, and the meer dem mſtrationn 

of teaſon. Let Miniſtefs, then, ſteak "with the 10h19 

me of Angels, and hatangue with fernt hie art 

and udo againſt the Vices of the age ang place 

they live in; if fil und tinted themſetcts, this 

will: be a ſtanding har in their way, u"dend weight 

in corrupt minds againſt the impreſſion of truth, 

and will be of fatal tendeney to'fafler the bands 

that none hall ven from Dis w ckedueſ s: | 
IMPENITENCE will %“, and defend it ſelf 

againſt the \authioricy-& force of their Ian 

by this, They ſay and dom and g- killing Mat. 23.3. 

blou to their moſt juſtreprebevſime, R 

that invidious I'rovers, Phyſſetan; Ven thy ſelf; Lak. 4. 23. 

wherein thou judgeſt another, thou c nde mmeſt th; Rf, 

far thou, that jusgeſt, doeſt the ſame things." Vea, Rom. 2. 1, 

the il life of Migiſters-caſt Tuch a mf before 

the eyes of many, as to make em ßere even 

Religion ĩtlelf into nothing! but ſuperſtitious hin- 

h, er mete:fienzy, and think all their moſt ea. 

lous Sermons upon it are but inpoſtine and a c- 

ſoadow, the bubblings of a diſturbed fancy, ot the 

babblings of cunning boy that they do but 

at a part, and preach only becauſe tis their . 


* 


pation; and by this craft they get the tiving ; ſo 
X branding all-as religious 25 to prepare” 4d 
MY pvethe way to thy Iucre, ** that 2 i Tim. 5. 


is all their god ineſ. 


helaisg be Bop; 5 


4 
* Mal, 3. f, 
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1e. 15 5. 


4 Cor. 6. 3. 


91 thi % in th e way 


preſerve the dj mt ty of theix Character, OL 2 


3b. from ev Taking. that 


| approach at any time to the 


A Fradlical Diſcourſe 


11 THIS, indeed ĩs ihe ng unwarrantabls 925 
gmeafouable Men 17 e into the 
* on VEL the 6 tinge 5675 e 


heir diſſalnte practice. ae 


ſters had: -need: ticid the the pernicious conſequence oſ 
thus beige a rock, of o ence before the | iu; and 
ſee to it, that by well. doin they put 10. ſilence in 
t, og Fooliſo Men.” They muſt keep them. Wl z 
835 upon. {freq am dhe gorru tionsſthar ae de 
e World 105 "TY lane le and f 0 

” theſe: tes; und fol ow after 77 tea. godlmel 
eee lineſs in all man. fo 
ner of converſation. ; giving no offence in auy thing, ! 


that the 'Miiiſtry be not blamed. They muſt be , 
ran AS. wel as Orthgdox.” Unto ig ffi * 


do&rine, they muſt add unſported.Pjgty of Life; 
99 0 8 ue their fublick Sermons in their pet 
viſible actions and behaviour, as ever they 'wou'd 


the etc of Go doe du 2 4 
TEL. muſt carefully keep at nes diſtance 
Loks 1 like ſenſuality, or in. ;,. 
oy Tos t only. nat run to the ſame eareſe oil .. 
455 w hers, but {flexibly curb chemſclves, 
and with que ſeverity guard, againſt to wear m a 
vanities of the World i a. 
eautiqus not to venture to the 11tmoſt limits of i to 
uocent liberty, le ſt gthers. quite zr4uſgreſs the line is 
and then gitd oven thejr,oun licence' with a yan u. 
pretence.of imitation, and think themſelves not 4 
lirtle j/fifþed by transſex ring the like-follys upon , 
their, Miniſters. The mere appearance of evil, ol 
veigency toward it in thele, ey think will d 
ho eutly excuſe, the reality in themſelves. © © i 
MINISTERS had need onder the path of their fers | 
.they, ger too near the brink; and look heed 
ly to: dheir goings, that their footſteps flip 2 


% ea 
„ f 4 
Fg 


« t, 9 /f* 


AY. 


Relating eo the Geſpel-Miniſtry. 24 
ſrait ij the gate aud narzan the may, hedg d up on 
every fide. 5 malice N pexperually pas- 
upon em, /pread. a. net. fer their: feet, and wateb for 
their halting; and the leaſt lip or ide: ſtem, a lingle Jer. 20. 10. 
menen, ſhall be gateh't at by an ilbnatur 
captious World, and aggrauated into a crime of 
the moſt flagrant guilt, Which the intire ſeries of 
a prodent, exemplary; deportment (in all other _ 
iultances) can never ataus for; and tho“ Miniſters | 
ue Men ſubject 10 lie paſſions with. others, and are 471 4.15. 
© but Candidates for, Perfection while here yet am. 5. 17. 
this will not ſerve for any plea ef abatement,nor 
fop the mouth of ca{umuy, the very common 
impotencies of humane ,nature:( incidental to the 
be/t,) mall be unfairly improv'dito ſlurr the faireſt 
name, and draw a cloud over the brighteſt and 
moſt, juſt reputation, on GA CD 

GREAT is the, difficulty of and ſecuring 
ſo untully'd a Character, as is neceſſatry to mains - 
rain that reverence, which is dus to Miniſters, and 
is ſo requiſite to preſerve the ſolemmitꝝy, and faci- 
litate the ſucceſs of all their miniſterial Performan- 
ces, Hou ever, they muſt exert their utmoſt care 
and endeavour, and uſe all innocent arts ( being | 
wſe as Serpeuts and harmleſs as. Doves) to obtain Iſar 10. 16 


: 


and keep an intereſt in the good opmon, and kind 
acceptance of the World, but all with a pure deſign 
to advantage the diſcharge of their truſt, as hut | 
is a preparative of the mind, and a door of en- | 
tance. into the Soul. | M *= | 
d. 2. MINISTERS muſt uſe great Wiſdom & Di. | 
Memon in the managing of their Publick-Daſcomſes: 5-\ | 
| 
| 


1. THEY mult, ſce to it, that the Subject he 

apted to the preſent circumſtances and neceiſity 1 
fee eb their Hearerg,, They muſt. preach... neceſſary 4 
od, tuths, and ſeafonable. ; cots 119 44747 'Y 
wry IN the diſcharge of the Paſtoral Care, Prudence 1 
— Y_.- demands A 


# 
15 
1 

| 

| 


Gal. 4. 2c, a. tend the BQN uf Cliriſt and know when co hace 


12 „[ Prafticul Diſcourſe” 
demands Jiſſnct ion to be made between one ſex 

Fetl. 8. 6 on, and anocher. Fortolvery priypo/e there i tim 
— 3. and jus went, and every thing i beautiful i 1, eg 
Vn. A Word in the preſent day may be proper 
and beneſiciah which at ano#he-rtme may lofe"its 

efficacy, or be of pernicious cbnſequence. That 

which is x cup ot conſolation at one time, may 

Es prove # deadly draught at another. The Come! 
um 17-7 of Achitop bel, Toys Hulhai, 6 not go’ a4 this tim. 
Fecl. 8. 5. It is given in; as a property of the wiſe Man, Hu 
duet diſcer net h bor time and judgment. Le is a Pin 
Phyj:cian of no value that dos not underſtand the ns 

ttue conſtirution of the Patient, the ſeveral aſpetts Ino 

of; the diſtempet upon him; and dees not obterve 

critical juuctunes for application, both by way of 

remedy, correction and antidote or prevention. 
MINISTERS muſt carefully endeavour to di}: 

cern the face ofithetimes,'& obſerve what ſymptoms 


/ 40 


their voice, and how to conforin them ſelves to that 
dr iety of caſes they meet with; Heir Teoples want: 
being always tu gotern em in the choice of Subject, 

aud not their own eaſe, nor fancy. 
HENCE; tis che duty of Miniſters to viſit, as 
NAM much as chey rbnceniently can, from houſe to houſe, 
9727-23 that they ,may%know the ſtate of their Elocks, “ take 
cognizance of particular Perſons, and Cafes,” 
105. 12.32 80d. get undeftanding of the times, to know what If. 
nel ought todo in che preſent circumſtance and 
condition. If Miniſters are not wiſe as'to Law, Wo 

Eh, 13. aud Judgment, and areminwing in rhe times and 
ſeaſons they may well be compar'd to the Not, who MF 
can never ſteer a ſaſe and even courſe, without an In 
acquaintance with particulur coaſts, rocks, Quick- Nu 
fands, channels, winds and the like; for tho' ke WP 
may have very good inſight into the abſtra# no- W4 
tion, and gener al theory of Sailing, yer for _ of WF) 
c —_ 


"ſea, 
tine 
ea. 


1 


whole C-unſel of God ; Howbeit there are ſome 
times, when a truth is ot to be inſiſted on, be. 


by g „ DIY ».. N 

Relating to be Goſpel-Miniſtry. : 
re and | experience, | he's often bon. lu d 2 
ith emergehr difficulties, and ſhov'd beyond 
he force of his reafon by untho't of con- 
agencies, that he becbiſes Tidiprnum ben. 
Dum, toſſed about by every | wind and raging of 
he Sea, & to avoid danger on one hand. ſometimes 
ns into deſtrutction on the oppoſite ſhoar, _ 
MINISTERS may, for want of knowing the 
rue Hate and Cnſe of their People, their humours, 
nd diſtempers, inclinations, and affairs, What 
zins are moͤſt rife among them, what temptati. 
ns they are moſt in danger of, what duties are 
oft commonly omitted, what things are moſt 
eady to dye, 'what prineiples they live and act 
pon and the like, allow an undue proportion of 
heir Miniſtry to Subjects of 4% importance, 
mſeaſonably Preach up ſome truths and duties, and 
Preach againſt 1ome errors and vices to the ac. 
dental en and diſſervice of Religion. | 

MINISTERS mult not indeed ſbun to declare the P71 


ey 
v3 


cauſe un ea / mahle, in that the minds of People are 
not frepmed fur the 1eception thereof. Thus ſaid 


20.27. 


our Savicur; I de yet many things to ſay upito you, Yb. 16. 12 


but ye camiot ber, them now. And ſo the Apoſtle 


to the Hebrews ; of Vhom, i. e. Chriſt we have Heb5. 11. 2 


m lings to ſay, aud bard to be uttered; ſee! 
ate dull ee que fueh as hace — of. — 
and not of firong meat. att; = Had RR 
THERE are different degrees of growth in the 
Flock of Chriſt ; and that which may be a very 
proper entertainment for one Soul, may be very 
unluitable food to another. The Stewards-of the 
pel muſt ſee to it then, that they make a, wiſe: 
Aindtion in their diſpenſations according to the 


Jariqus neceſſities, and different a” 


ver. 13, 4+ 


A Practical Diſcourſe 
of the Family; feeding the babes with the ſincere 
milk of the Word, ( with eaſy truths, and for 
frinciftes of the Oracles of God,) but dealing out 


\ ftrovg meat (Doctrines of a deefcr ſearch, and 
more difficult cf digeſticn,) to them that me of ful 


Acc. 12.12 


age, even M who by reaſon of uſe have ther ſenſes 
exerces d to dijcern bat! god and evil, | 
2. WISDOM will dirc& Min.fters to handle the 
Subjett that they treat upon, n a ẽSer ſuited to the 
capacity of the Hearers, aud the dignity of divine truths. 
The matter muſt be fit, and fo the manner. The 
Preacher muſt ſeek to find out acceptable Words 
and a ſuitable method; ſo as to inform the under. 
ſtanding, and inf ame the affections, ſv as neither 
ro * offend the weak, nor give advantage to the 
malicious —ſo as to ſecure his adminiſtrations 
from contempt, to fui ther rhe deſign and main. 


43.26.25, fain the dignity of Preaching ; always ſfeakmng 


forth the words of ruth and ſober / eſs, wit propriety 
and decency,with clear light, good order, & plain 
demonſtration, without impertinency, confuſion, 
and empty veciferation ; ſo as at once to charm 
the ear, reach: the mind, aud ouch the heart. 

(I) Tl adapt then Diſcourſe to the capa- 
city of the Henrcrs. | * EO 

(.] AS ro Neb?d Their thouglits muſt be di. 
into proper order,& diſfesd in the moſt rational, 
eaſy, natural method, wichout tumultuary per. 
plextneſs, or a dry exactneſs. Scholaſtical accu- 
racy, and Metaphyſical diſtindtions, a great reach 
f tho't, and a Syſtematical thred of reaſon, are 
proportion'd zo bur very few Auditories. An 
Argumentatice way, and too ſtriſt adherence to the 
nice rules of the ART cf reaſoning,do's but amrſe 
common Hearers (“Strong Wine is more head 
than hearty, ) and therefore ought to be avoided. 


[2] AS to S1yle, The traths of the Golpe! 
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Relating to the Goſpel-Mitiſtry. 


myſt be repteſented to the underſtanding in the 
meſt intelligible Language, with perſpicuity, and 
eaſineſs 'of :exprefſion,, The Apoitle ſays ro the 


Corinthians Extepi ye utter by the tongtie words e 1007. 14.9. 


to le undarſtond, how ſhall it be known what is ſpoken ? 


for ye Hal ſpeak into he air; And then he fays, I per. 18 


thank 'my. God, 1 ſrenk. with tong ne. more than gon all: 
jet in the Church Thad rather ſce il jfice wotds with my 
underſtanding, that by "my vice I mAh t teach others 
alſo, : han ten thun words in an unknown tongue. 
The pompous Oratory of the Schools, and lux- 
ur iant trains of Rhetoric, Academical terms and 
Philoſophical nicety of diction, are above come 
mon capacities, and ro'be perpetually dealing in 
theſe is to ſpeak into the air, and raiſe the duit to 
blind. Men's eyes. When Miniſters ſtudy rather 
to be florid, than ſolid, and labour continually for 


lojty phraſes and great ſwelling words of vanity, they 27et. 2. 18. 


are only ſpinning a Hiders web; and the Ords 
tor perhaps may wm apflanſe, but the Miniſter n 
the mean time nut win a Soul, the divine end o 
Preaching. They maſt follow the Example of 
CHRIS 1, the Great Tea her ſent from, God, who 
came net wich. exceliency of Speech, and the en- 
ticing words of Man's wiſdom, but with much 
plainneis of perch. As it was pro PRany's con- 
cerning Him, Ie h feed his Flock li 
Ile jbail gather the Lambs with His arm, and ca 
them: in His boſom, and foal gently lead 1 that are 
wth young: which exprefiions decipher to us 
Cherſt's render care of Souls, His humble familia- 
ric u teaching His People, atrempering His pro- 
vizons to every taſte, cloathing His iaſtructions 
with language calculated to every capacity. 
licrein it becomes Miniſters to imitate Him, and 
not tower aloft above low underſtandings. in 
lawleſs Altitudes of expreſſion, (as the * 
0 


ke a Shepherd, Iſuiad. i r. 


2% 


2 Cor. 4. 6, 


11.2. 2. 


A Practical Diſcourſe 


of ſome is) but uſing a Style leve to the un. 
learned and unskilful, delivering their tho*rs with 
a natural turn of ſpeech, and in the moſt enter. 
taining images, which, where the matter is weigh. 
7 and important, is voted. by the beſt Judges ro 
e the zeſt eloquence However (no doubt) 
ſome particular Occaſions, Auditory's, Subjects, 
&c. will bear ſomething more of politeneſs with. 
out vanity, than one would ordinarily chuſe. 
(2.) THE Diſcourſe muſt be ſuited to the majeſty, 
and importance of the dit ine Subjet, | 
[:.] ASto the Lauguage. Miniſters in Preach. 
ing muſt uſe ſuch words, as will exhibit the moſt 
Inght and clear idea of every truth, and ſet it 
forth in. its whole emphaſis, light, and genuine 
beauty, to the beſt advantage. They muſt endea. 


Vour for as thorow an underſtanding: and penetra- |. 


lion into the. myſteries of Godlineſs as they can, 
and labour to am the images thereof in their 

ermons, as near as poſſible in their ul proportion, 
and their native purity & complexion with the moſt 
tizely colours; neither clouded with thoſe darkſhades, 


which ſometimes tain the Juſtce of divine truths, : 


nor varniſh'd over with the falſe paint of art, 
which-dazzles the ſight, and entangles the eyes, 


that they cannot ſee the 7r2e light of the knowlege of 


the glory of God in the face of Chriſt Jeſus. As Mi. 


niſters muſt not indulge a vain affettation of gan- 


dineſs, and glittering Ornaments ;/ſo neither, on the 
other hand, may they allow themſelves to appear 
wrap't up in a vude and ſlorenty dreſs. The Moſters 


of divine oratory forbid thoſe odd turns and forms 


of expreſſion which ſound ſo ter harſh to a polite 
ear, and look ſo tery unſhapelytoa critical eye; 
and condemn thoſe homely metaphors, and impro- 
prieties of ſpeech, which adulterate he {incers 
milk of the Mord, ſpoil the pure taſte of 1 

erutns: 


Relating to the Goſpel Miuiſtry. 


truths, and are juſtly nauſeous and unfavory to 
Men ofa nicer ſenſory, and more delicate palate. 
They recommend * a mixt air of ſmplicaty and 
majeſty, ” decent neatnefs and elegance without 
flanting pomp and gayty ; when a Man deſcends 


to the ordmary underſtanding, and yet ſpeaks as 
becomes the Oracles y/ God, agreeably to the digni- 
ty and weight of the ſacred Subject, with thoſe 
ſerious and ſolemn, patherical and moving words, 
that will not ſo much entertain curiofity and a wan- 
ten imagination, as affect the Soul, and perfwade the 


mud - words, that will be as zoads and nails faſten d 


* 

* 
| 
£7 


I Det. 4.1 I, 


== Maſter of Aſſembly*s, that will enter the £ccl.12.1x 


ſcience, and breath heavenly fe to melt and 


enliven the dead afetions, | 

TO dreſs up divine truths in a looſe, coſe and 
fordid garb, is too often but to draw a vet over 
them, and ro mote contempr, where the deepeſt 


and utmoſt humble reneration is due, to fait 50 | 


[13ings, worthy of all acceptation. And therefore 
(as one ſays ) “ He that affe&s to act the tic 
* clown in prexching—is as likely to forfeit the 
great deſign of the Miniſtry, as he that plays 
« the finical Orator; all the difference between 
them being this, that while one clouds the 
«4 Window with paint, other dawbs it with mud”, 
—borh ecclipſing the light, rendering the viſion as 
he words * a book that u ſealed, and darłenin 

umſel by words without knowledge. The ſpeech F 


oth i as wind, but how forceable are right words, that Fob 6 25. 


either ſoar abore the reach of the Audience, nor 
provel beneath the ſanity, and noble quality of 
he Subject? 


[2.] AS to Method, and Argument. It behoves 
iniſters in their Diſcourſes to keep a ſteady 


ran of tho't, to obſerve a good connection, and 
egular rranſtions; to 8 range ey'ry part 
f or 


28 A Practical Diſcourſe 


or particular into their proper poſt and place,ad- [7 
juſting the whole into the beſt and moſt becoming 

Scheme. So ſome underſtand that of the Apoſtle 

iTin.2,15 to Timothy, Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved ig hei 

_ dividing the word of truth, 1, e. duly methodizing 32 


and martiailingGoſpel-truths, unfolding & diſtri. I },, 
buting the ſeveral branches of each truth in the I pr 
moſt apt & appoſite manner. It wounds the beauty, ph 


flacken the nerves, & emaſculates the power of the 
| qe eg humor e36pp; xe the Preacher to vent I ha 
is tho'ts upon em all in a confus'd huddle, ſhufM'd 75. 
together in a wild and inconſiſtent manner. Nor 
A  Methodical pertinence and cobærence then are I xr; 
= to be ſtudy'd for. Order is the ſtrength and en 
glory of all things, — | Ed 
. SO. likewiſe og. muſt endeavour to prot I ſet 

every truth with the beſt Arguments ; and to pref 
every duty with the moſt prevaling motives, with I aj! 
all he artifices of perſuaſion, and the ſtrongelt Nl ..,; 
enforcements of bot” 3 Dogmarical aſſertion and I in 
a magiſterial air ſeldom do, without the aids of 
ſound demonſtration, and the proper arts of in-! 
ſinuation. Miniſters muſt conform to the Exam. I to. 
ple of Chriſt, who taught the people as one having thi 
Mat. 7. 29. authority, i. e with pious ardency, and uncom. I to 
mon majeſty, with perſwaſive eloquence, and ny; 
the moſt forceable energy. So of che Apoſtle 
tis ſaid, that, as his mamier was, he reaſoned with 
AT. 17. 2. the people out of the Scriptures ; that he reaſoned I on. 
—18. 4. in the Synagogue every Sabbath, and e, ND. 
the Jews and the Greeks ; i. e. Ile fer things infl - 
the cleareſt light to the eye of the nnde;ſtanding, N na- 
offered the moſt convincing demonſtration to the! 
judgment, and addreſs'd the afedtions in the moſt for 
ſenſible and moving manner, to rouſe and engage pro 
them: and by this rule he reſolved to try andi! 
examin the Preaching of thoſe fowiſoing, 7» and 
Rin EST? pul 


Relating to the Goſpel-Miniſtry. 
ſpun Doctors at Corinth, who ſo excell'd in the 
charms ef a ſmooth and plauſible tongue; I will 


come ( ſays he ) to you ſhortly, if the Lord will, and 1Cor 419, 


will know, not the ſpeech of them that are puffed up, 
but the power, for the Kingdom of God is not in word, 
but in fower. The excelleacy and efficacy of 
preaching does nor lie in an accumulation of fine 
phraſes and elegant ſentences. The moſt elabo- 
rate contexture of ſoft and faſhionable words, and 
harmonious periods, without a good blaze of 
txt, a bright flame of reaſon, the vital Spirits 
of /ound underſtanding, and the ſine ws of good 
argum-niation, is bur a lifeleſs image, or a flatu- 
lent ſell, without ſolidity, or ſtrength ; like an. 
Edifice with painted 5 4 without pillars, and 
ſet on a weak ſandy foundation, of little ſervice, 
and ſhorr ſtanding, eaſily pelted down, and then 
all evaporates into duſt and ſmoak. Even ſo 
rain and inſignficant is the greateſt pomp of words, 
in a Sermon, pack't together without the nerves 
and ſubſtaiice of ſolid reaſon, 

MINISTERS then in Preaching muſt labour, 
to digeſt the materials into good order, to make all 
things plain, obvious and intelligible to the mind, and 
to recommend them to the conſcience, and 
practic powers, with ſat:sfaFory evidence, and the 
moſt winning force of perſuaſion, | 

THUS, as to the Style, method and ſpirit, the 
outward dreſs and mward frame of their Public 
Diſccurſes. 

3 THE delivery, and outward geſtures muſt be 
nat ral, unaffeted, grave and decent. 

(1.) THE voice muſt be well-govern'd and 
torm'd to an audible, diſtind, warm and affetionate 
pronunciation. If the ſubject- matter be never 
lo ſubſtantial and edifying, and the ſtyle, method 


Kad argument framed to all poſſible adyantage, 


E 2 yet 


25 


30 A Prattigal: Diſcourſe - 
t an awkward and unpleaſant ſound, or any con. er 
Ederable indecency in the prolation of a diſcourſe I} oc 
may marr the goodlinefs of the faſhion thereof, ſercen ¶ in 
the — ame, and give a chilling damp, ca 
and ſuſpenſion to the moſt ſprightly pulſe. 4 
Great care then ou't to be taken to tune, and in 
modulate the voice to a pleaſing utterance and a. tr. 
greeable elocution; this will add a wonderful th 
grace and force to the whole, and be a good ſer. e 
ſoning to the moſt accurate compoſition. a 
(2.) THE geſtwes muſt be compos'd to a decent ¶ fe: 
gravity. The public exerciſes muſt be managed I} fo 
with a becoming mime, and the moſt profound ſeri. | ve 
onſneſs, to give them weight, influence and aurho. 2 
riry. Some kind of poſtwes and motions there be, th 
which are of the moſt unpleaſing aſpect and ap- i He 
pearance to the Spectators; which ſuggeſt im. |} th: 
proper reflections to cut fancys, and are zoo I 7h: 
often the criminal occaſions of that contempt, un- th. 
der which Religion groans. Theſe things very in 
much ahaſe the majefty of the Pulpit, degrade the If Pe 
\Cor. 1.21, Jignity of a venerable inſtitution, and put à Lee 
ſtlong temptation before ſome to cry out,— This | (ich, 
A. 17. 18. foolifbmeſs of Preaching | What wou'd the Babler ſay ? am 
Therefore in point of prudence, Miniſters muſt I le 
ſtudy to compoſe their lots and form their beha. If ſur 
viour to the utmoſt decericy and moſt ſolemn air, ¶ nal 
as they wou'd not defeat their great deſign, unravel Pri 
their work, and prevent the good entertainment nec 
of their meſſage. adr 
To proceed, Cri 
F. 3. ANUNISTERS muſe be cery wiſe in managing £9 
their applications in private, aid leſs public dealing the 
with Souls. | her 
A Miniſter's work do's not all lic in the Study the 
and Pr. Tis not a bare preparing for, and cut, 
„ir culating thro* the common Sr of public ex-Þ tain 
erciles, 


Relating to the Goſpel-Miniſtry. 3T 


erciſes, that is a fulfillmng the l %; but proper 2 Tim. 4.5. 
occaſions are to be. wilely choſe, and faithfully | 
improved for more reti endeavours. Miniſters 

can't ſpeak with that pungency, planmeſs & frees 

dom to ſome certain caſes in public, as they can 

in vivats; and what is ſometimes more general 
treated ot in the Houſe of God, may be — 
the blow be followed, in particular addreſſes ro 
Perſons, and Families by themiclves. And indeed 

a eſſon in a few words immediately directed and 

ſet home in a proper manner, yea a ſober check or 

ſolemn hint let drop by tbe by, in ordinary con. 

verſe at ſome critical junctures, will frequently have 

4 more happy impreſion, and affecting influence, 

than a formal, labour'd ſpeech to people in common. 

Hence, we read of the wiſe and holy Apoſtles, 15 5. 46. 
that nat only daily in the temple, but in every houſe, * 1 
they ceaſed not to teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt. And 

thus Paul che unweary'd Apoſtle and faithful 

in all things, ſolemnly appealed to the Elders and 

People at Miletus, Ie know, after what manner I ve AF.20.206 
been with you at all ſeaſons, - hom have a_ youpub. 
lik, & from houſe to houſe Andconformableto his ee. 
ample is that exhortation of his to Timothy, Peach 2Tim. 4. 2. 
the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, i e. (T pre 

ſume,)in a fat, ſtated courſe in pullic, & alſo occaſſo- 

nally, at all convenient 3 in private. 

Private inſpection, or Paſtoral viſitation is of 

neceſſity to the ſame purpoſes, as“ the public 
adminiſtrations. Hence, we have Mmniſters def. 

cribed under this Character, — Ihe watch-men, that Cant. 3. 3. 
£0 avout the City ; and 'tis obſervable what follows, 

they found me, ſaith the Spouſe ; they found out 

her, and not he them,— a plain intimation, fe) 


the Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt diligently ſzek 
out, and ook up the wandering, & ſtraying, & main. 
tan a watchful inſpe;on over their flocks,eyen as the 

860 


Zechii.1s 
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good Shepherd looks after his Sheep, going about, 
and taking particular notice of all; or as the 
Husbandman walks about in his garden, & fields, 
to obſerve the 3 and decays of things, and 


make all needful and ſuitable applications, 
Hence, Miniſters muſt arm themſelves with a be. 
coming courage and reſolution, and ſhake off chat 
falſe modeſty, that tame and and vicious area” of 
offending Men. which too often wretchedly pre. 
vales to the mtire omiſſion, or but ſorry performance 
of this — and important duty; and app] 
themſelves with all fidelity, and holy boldneſs 
hereunto. But then, they muſt take heed to ma. 
nage all with utmoſt prurent caution, and diſcretion ; 
careful not to uſe the inſtruments of a fooliſh het herd, 
but in all points to concert ſuch meaſures, and 
improve ſuch means, as are beſt adapted to anſwer 
the end, that their work may ſucceed. 

1. IN aduuniſtring veproofs to offenders — Wiſdom 
requires due care, that a proper decorum be ob. 
ſerved, in addreſſing Men according to their 
different Styles, and external character, and quality, 


Tim. S. 1. An Elder ( ſays the Apoſtle in his directions to 


Timothy ) rebuke not, but intreat him as a Futber— 
Elders in age, gifts or office are not to be mſulted 
and outrag'd with magiſterial cenſures, and un- 
mannerly ſatyr, with rough imperious auſterity, 
anda rude aſſuming air of ſuperiority, but to be 
treated with due diſtance & deference in propor- 


tion to civil difference, and diſtinctions. Wiſe. 


Nathan in admoniſhing King David, has left an 
Fxampie of miniſterial humility and refpet, worthy 
of every one's imitation, 

AGAIN, Prudence will direct them to ſee to it, 
that the charge proceed upon reality, (1) an overt, 
dle fault, & (then) full convincing evidence. They 
myſt take care, not to charge Perſons at random, 

or 
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or on every light occaſion, They muſt take heed, 
how they rebuke a pityable weakneſs, and how they 
denominate any act a crime by an ill gloſs, or 
ferterſe manendo's : and then, they. muſt ſee zo it, 
they go upon ſubſtantial grounds and plain matter 
( fa and beware, how they draw the bow up- 
on bare ſurmiſe, or doubrful report, and hear. ſay, 
leſt all be ſtigmariz'd as meddling curiaſity, or un- 

chriſtian caummy. =o 
AG AIN,IWiſdom will awaken a juſt concern, & di- 
rect how, to ſuit the reproof to the temper of the ler- 
ſou, & proportion it to the quality of the offence. AsDhy- 
ſcians in their applications conſult the conſtitut ion 
of the Patient, with the nature, & degree of the diſtem- 
per; ſo Miniſters muſt ſtudy the tempers of Men, 
and the ſize of their guilt, and make a difference 
in treating with em as their reſpectire caſes de- 
mand. As to ſome, gentle /emtives are proper 
and expedient. XKep:ebenſire adminiſtrations mult 
ſometimes be daſh'd with an infuſion. of ſpiritual 
ſuavities, to give them a better reliſh z the unplea- 
ſant hook mult be baited with artificial guiſes, and 
ler off with a /Pecions air, that it may with leſs 
1elutance be taken down ; even as the work- Man, 
that wo'd drive his nail home with /e/s difficulty, 
ſirſt dips it in y Others muſt be handled” with 
harp, and ſtinging Corroſves. Some Maladies 
require ſtronger Phyſic, and ſome conſti- 
tions will bear a bigger potion, than others. 
An inveterate, aud 1mpoſtumated wound muſt be 
lanced to the quick, and dealt more roughly with, 
than a green & ſlight ſcratch. Accordingly the A- 
poſtle 1 that direction toitus concerning ſome 
unſound and corrupt Proſeſſors —Rebuke themſharply. 
In ſome caſes, there muſt be ſeme keenneſs & poi- 
nance, ſome warmth and ſmartneſs, to ſtrike pro- 
per conyigions into the ſecure mind, and faſten 
| an 
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an admonition on the brawny Conſeienee: The 


2Cor13.10 arrow muſt be drawn up 10 the head, and dif. 


charged wich ii and vigour, according to the 
power, which the Lord hath green to edification, and 
ot to dejirnion. Ironical Jeers and the vibrations 
or jerks of a flurting tongue may tickle, but not 
zerrify,and rather recreate than reform.” © A nib. 
1 ore kind of reproof, is like an igm 


Jude 22,3. ambers, as ſoon off, as on.” Of fome (ſays the 


Apoſtle } hace conpaſton, making a difference, but 
others ſave with fear, pulling them out of the fire ; i.e, 
in haſte & by force, without compliment os for. 
mality, as one wou'd ſnatch up another, that's 
fallen into the flames. | However, They mult 
always beware, their zeal and af erity do not de. 
generate into fury, and invenom'd bitterneſs. Real 
zece/hty muſt ever be the parent of heat & ſeverity; 
and ius muſt be temper'd, and directed by Wiſdon. 

AGAIN, Prudence muſt govern'in the choice of a 
Proper ſeaſon. There's a ſtrange dwerſity in the 
humours, and inclinations of a Man at ding 
times, and under different circumſtances. There 
are particular moll ia fandi tempora, certain calm and 
lucky ſeaſons, when a tender touch will lodge a 
more ſenjible amd laſting impreſion, than an Vent) 
blow at other times; when a word ſhall be ſpoken 


Provzg.11 upon Wheels ( as 'twere ) and ſhall glide- with 


facility and ſpeed into the conſcience ; ſhall grate 
on the darling luſt, and not awaken zmdue reſent- 
ments. A word thus fuly ſpoken, is like apples of gold 
in pictures of ſilrer; how goodly and beautifut ? As 


rer. 12. an ornament of gold, ſous a word m ſeaſon, and a wiſe 


reproof upon an obe dient ear: but as vinegar upon 
1tre, ſo is a reproof out of ſeaſon; tis [the a foot 
ont of joint, like — coals, and wood to fire, often 


1055.10. times. They that rebuke in the gate muſt there. 


fore watch for, and embrace the moſt ſeaſonnble op. 
na | | portunities. 
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e portunities, The farhful, and wiſe Servant will en- Mat24.45 
. deavour to do all in d ſeaſ on. 
he 2. 1. defending truth againſt the invaſions of error, q; 
which is one peculiar” Branch of the work: of! ““ 1. 9- 
as Iſiniſters) They muſt (1 Let Prudente ſingle out 
ot the Antagomit, one of tener and im um bf partt, 
3. aud modeſty * for ſome there are, the 'diſputers of 1 or. f. 20. 
m World umeaſonable Men, who will- bark and The 3. 2. 
he ba wle, and make a perpetual larum, whoſe tongues Fm, 3. 6. 
ur | ſeem 29 56 ſet on fire of Hell, are unruly evils, and | 
e, MN fill of deadly poiſon'; no ' reaſon will e their 
br. months, nor the moſt unanſwerable arguments 
t's put theit barhing lips to ſtlence. Theſe, Miniſters Prov26.23 
aſt will de- Wiſe to dvi, rather than tos exulcerate 
le. the ſpirit of deluſion, -bbil'up the fumes dt rheir 
al unſanctify“d ſpleen, and ralſe a chambur: for 
ry; chro- the-wedkneſs, and ſimplicity of-ehevcommon/ 
. Herd, vimpudent noiſe, and ſturdy nonſnſen gene- . 
fa any come off with” umb, and Ons fob, wins 
he Nader Acelamations, thun Sever mow thut gan ven- 
nber a reno, Again, Prudence muſt direct, and: 
ere ¶ chuſe t 3 The calm and con of che dae. 
when chet mind is open, and mt loud, und the: © 
a paſſions ſedate and miqfled, is tho beſt time to en- 
ter the Rage, and try the combat. Again, Wiſe 
ren I muſt preſide in ordering the mamer, Points 
ich Nin difference muſt be ſtated with utmoſt calnmieſa, 
ate and all, poſſible allowances; and truth be defend=d/ 
nt. under the'united influences of meekneſs Be wiſdon. 
010 The Wiſe Man obſerves, tis: the ſoft æ ung that Pyov23. 15 
Vente sb. the bone, that diſſolves the mind, &.bends. | 
wiſe it by a-ſtratige, and ſecyer efficacy tothe ani⁵ͤ 
pon © ging of tu, commands the lightixo-Ipring up ß 
foot and ſhine our of darkneſs, and gently-roligaway . 
ten [be mifis' of error and (pig udice;! ev s there 
re. N Syfilently thedding abroad its plenuſunt beams, 
ops tries oft. the 3 of Gl;gia), nod. 
es 


ies, ie 
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ö Jude Js 
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chaſes away the morning: clouds without any 
buſtle or bluſtre. It becomes the Advocates. of 
truth always to offer unbroken reaſon, that 


all maſte e and over- match the underſtanding) 


ſoften d th calm pen ſunſpn (that will nt ajarm 
and: che ce p ſſidns Ie dchating in mad, 
ing chr rob wind, and hot blowing with too ſtiff 


a > ct lent guſts, tod often make ſhipwreck 


the Faith; | 3. ak 139 44 

JO aſſume the inſliauting, and direct ing of others, 
looks like an uſurping juriſdiction over their judge 
ments, which Man's native pride can hdd ſtoop 
to; and therefore the Enbafjadors of Chriſt, when 
they undertake to'convince-Gain-ſayers, had need 
ſet a w-ueh; before their mouths, aud keep: the door of 
their lips, laying aſide all hd ſpeeches, & grievous 
words which do but ſtir: rp 13 out 
Men's inflamed reſentments. They may gontend 
earneftly.for the Faith, and not charge, wWath bm. 
der, or ſpit the-renom of untemper d zeal, ; which 


is the giand original of myſt of choſe ſad confaſions,, 


that have ever infeſted. the Chriſtian "Worldi; The 
wrath bf man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God, but 
rao-offen ers to wore ungodlineſas, overthrowing 
tha faith of ſome; and confirming the wnbelief of 
others, opening the car to ſolliciting errors, and 
ſteeling the mind againſt che dint of {ound con- 
Mctions. II; | act 

' WHEN: Men carry the poiſon of aſps under they 


of lips, and are all wild-fire and flame, wafpiſh,and 


Rom 3. 13. 


ſtones Vrnp ii up will uot mute a good wall, without 
, A 


hufty, the ſirange unhallowed incenſe of their flor. 


my paſſions, a — inxectites will dar ken 
tha%tr, cland tlie light, and make the truth of God 
of noue effect — b i: 


I o 7 1 1 1 
IJIIEAtalians have a Proverb, (I've ſome where 
met with j that, Duro con dino non ſat bon niuro, hard 


ſomething 


9 
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ſomething of a more p/yant. quality to cement and 
bind them together. | Ek 

3. IN healing of wounded Conſciences. They muſt / 
labour (1.) co diſcern the true ſtate of the Perſon 
diſtrefſed—his natural temper, the nature, cauſe, 
degree, ſymptoms & prognoſtics of the ſpiritual 
diſeaſe labour'd under. 

AGAIN, They muſt lead the Patient himſelf 
into a right view ot his own circumſtances ; and 
this, to diſpoſe him to receive advice and liſten 
to direction. | | 

AGAIN, They muſt time their applications well. 
Generally the ſooner, the better, a green and freſb 
wound is eaſier heal'd, than an old and feſteru 
one. A diſtemper nl apply'd to in its 
ſtate of ty, may check d and ſuppreſ d, 
which perhaps, if negledted, may ſoon get head, and 
run beyond the reach of — And ſome criti- 
cal junctures there are, wherein there is a deſira- 
ble concumence of moſt advantageous circume 
ſtances to further and facilitate their operations. 
Wiſdom will here be needful and uſeful to direct. 

AGAIN, Wiſdom muſt regulate the manner of their 
diſpenſations. All poſſible skill muſt be us'd, in 
laying open the wound, in ching the methods of 
cure, in dreſing the ſore, and applying the means 
of healing. The wound muſt be ſearch to the 
bottom, but Prudence muſt govern and guide the 
probe, and manage the 1 with a gentle and 
tender hand. Spiritual Phyſicians muſt beware, 
leſt by indne# and mdiſcreet methods they ſpove 
Men at any time into the terrible convulſions of def= 
ponding fear, ſtretch forth upon em the line of confu- 
fon, and lay them gaſping under the impetuous fer- 
ment of their ill humours, and conwict ions. And on 
the other hand they muſt beware, leſt by improper 


applications they throw W ( as 'twers ) out f 
2 | a 
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a burning fever into a lifeleß palſey ; arid deluge Ef 7 
'em in the dead ſea of ſecure preſumption; let f 
zek17 16 they ſee viſions of peace, where no peace u, and a | « 
time of health, when the day of trouble muſt abide; . 
ver. 10. leſt they dub with untempered mortar, and ſlighth It 
heal the hurt of the daughter of my people, ſaith the 
Lord, and ſo merely trucing the anguiſh or ſmart, I 
and working only a palliative, or ſuperficial cure, J a 
the wound ſhou'd rankle' within, the clouds retwn Þ 1 
after the rain, and the things that remain die irreco. ſl 4 
verably ; and ſo“ the Phyſician turn Executioner. I 9 
A Miniſter muſt here do all by mimber, weight 7 
and meaſure,” holding the balances even, & mering | 7 
out by a juſt Ephah, diuiding anght the word of truth, | » 
opening the door of hope, or lifting up the gates | # 
of fear, as the matter requires; diſpenfirig terror 7: 
to whom terror belongs, comfort to whom comfort, I 7. 
giving to ev one his proper ſhare, as becomes a 7 
1P:t.4.1c.-900d Steward 2 the manifold grace of God 4 by mani. 0 
2Cor. 4 2. feſtation of thetruth, commending himſelf to-every man: 
. conſcience in the ſight of Goa. es | 
Tul indeed is a workman, that needs not to le C 
ahhamen; a Scribe well inſtruted to the kingdom of Gad 
Job 33 23 and an Interpreter, one among a thouſand*' Can ne a 
find ſucſh a one as this, a man, in whom the ſpirit of 7 
God u—a man fo diſcrete, and iſe. x 
- PHUS much for the Second particular. 8 
3. OBSERVE, Ie Apoſtles Diligence, eu, © 
and unwearied Airis in (his holy calling; where. tt 
unto T labour, ſtriving, ſays he. The firſt term £ 
| /abewr Þ bears reference to the Husbandm am, whoſe I. 
work demands urmolt care and vigilant infetibn, u 
with painful patient foil. The other term 7: 
Ling Þ'is an nun to tlie Olympic games, and u 
the celebrated Grecian- Serciſes of old, ſuch as le 
wreſtling; ring, cuſfing, & o. where ſeveral parties E 
Cor. 9. 2 Ji rove tor the maittery;—agonizede-It * 2 
— . 3 mo $ 


Gen.41.38 
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moſt intenſe endeavour, a ſtraining, and puſbing 
ferward and putting forth a one's might to out 
do. It ſpeaks a maſculine valour, and unſhock't 
reſolut ion, facing death, and defying danger, above 
the power of charms or frowns. * nd” 
AND this repreſentation the Apoſtle elſewhere 
juſtifvs, where he gives us a detail of his ſervices 
and ſufferings,and his inflexible, unmov'd courage 
under all. In /asours ( ſays he) more abundant than , ©, 25 
any of them, in journeying often, in deaths more fre- * 
quent, in wearineſs and painfulneſs, in watchings oft, 
in hunger and thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold & naked. 
neſs, and heſiles theſe things that are without, that 
which comet h on me daily, the care of all the Churches : 
but none of theſe things move me, neither count I my 
life dear to melt, that I may finiſh my courſe with 43.20.24, 
Joy. Such a frame, ſpirit, and unmoveable aÞplica. 
ton to their work, well becomes all he Miniſters . 
of the Goſpel. b N 
* DOCT. LABORIOUS diligence, fervor, and inde- 
fatigable application, ſhou'd be the Character of evry 
Goſpel. Miniſter | | | 
TO be ofcitant, drowzy and indifferent in their 
awful ſervice, is a reflection on their Maſter, a dif- 
paragement to their profeſſion, and will defeat their 
expedation, and the end of their Miniſtry. | Their 
Station is a ſtage of action, a flowing fries, & ſcene 
of boundlefs labors, of that importance & weight, 
that they wou'd fit the Grandeur of the brighteſt 
Intelligences in the excellent Glory, and then, o 
hardand difficult, attended with ſuch burdens, and 
uneaſy fatigues, as call for the patience and the 
powers of the World to come The inſpired Apoſtle 
under this apprehenſion, brake forth into that ſo. 
lemn expoſtulation—Who iö ſufficient for theſe things? 2Cor. 2. 1C) 
Here the moſt improved talents bear no proportion. 
Here the brighteſt Intellectuals will ſometimes be 
: 3 ſitrangely 
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ae -put upon the rack ; and the moſt vola. 

tile, ſazzpurze and athletic Genius be poi d and 
Jalil and expire in impotent, ſucceſsleſs eſſays. 

IT is no eaſy and light matter to provice on: 

ſelf with ſuch a ſtock of ood kuowlege,as is requiſite 

2Iim. 2. 24 to make one apt to tench, to enable one to give the 

Neb. 8. 8. ſenſe of the Law, to convince Gainſayers, to ſpeak 3 

Ii ge. wol d in ſeaſon to him that is weary, to edify the Body of 

an. 5 * 4* Chriſt, and to make oue ready to every god word and 

TILE 10 E; no, but much labour, and the moſt awakened 

intention are neceſſary to this end, whatever an 

Aiterar ian, enthuſiaſtic ſpirit may ſurmiſe. It is 

glaring imyudence, and — * preſumption to dream 

of immediate irradiation from above. The decp chings 

of God muſt be digg d out, and feteh'd up from 

the mine in the common way of ſtudy, reading, 

converſe, with Prayer for a bleſſing on the 

means improv'd. Henge, the Apoſtle exhorted Ii. 

iTim.4.15. * 2 Meditate on theſe things, give thy ſelf wholly 

to them. Ze in them (as the original has it) bend 

all your powers to a cloſe and diligent inquiſiti- 

on into theſe things. Agreeably the Apoſtle bin- 

. ſelf ſatan example; He could not live without 

2Tim.4-13 fudy, he could not die without his books and parch- 

conf. cum. ments, which he ſends for, from his Priſon, ( no 

ver. 6. proper place ( one wou'd think) to ſtudy in) under 

the near views of his approaching departure. The 

moſt elevated capacity, that wears the ſacred Cha- 

retter, needs fu further advances in knowlege. 

Hard Study, then, is the duty of all, and tho" this 

Ecc. 12.12 be a wearmeſs to the fleſh, yet they that have the 

- tue ſpirit af their calling, will account it their 

meat and drink, and its own exceeding great reward. 

AGAIN, There is a lange circle and variety of 

lic adminiſtrations, and private diſpenſatians to the 

Flock: which demand the joyut influences of 

tight ayd {ghow, and require the {vins of the mind p 


be 


. 


4 
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be perpetually girded about, and the ative! powers 
an y — the wing and ſtretch; that Mini- 
ters be bur ing and ſbining Lights, well-ſtor'd with 
jure oyl- olive, heaten, to keep the lamps of the taber- Ex. 27. 20. 
11cle always burning, and that they more in their 
reſpeRive- orbs, as the Sun, wb ic h n as a+ Bridegrom Dal. 19.5. 
coming out of his chamber, and rejoyceth as a ſtrong man 
12 run a race; it ſeems as *rwere, to leap. and ſpar- 
tle with rays of joy, when it riſeth to it's work, 
and runs its courſe with admirable ſteadineſs, con- \ 
fancy, and inimitable celenty: So Miniſters muſt 
be — of fre, cloathed with zeal, in their Maſter's 
work; Men of unſtiffen'd ggility, and quick 2 
patch, lay ing aſide every weight to run the race ſet 
before em; Men of exalted vigour, and unwavering 
anch reſalution; not ſlothful in buſmeſs, but fervent . 
in ſpirit, ſerring the Lord; delivering all-the counſel . ; 
of God, afuming % 45 the whole truth, each truth A4. 26. 27. 
in its proper ſeaſon, and nothing hut the truth; | 
piving out line upon line, and precept upon precept, 
ouring inthe word-and doctrine, miniſtring to 
ev'ry one according to their neceſſity; capacity 
and appetite ; being inſtant in ſeaſon,. out of ſeaſon, 2Tim.4. 2. 
aways aboundug in the work of the Lord 4, #ravaile 1 or 15. 58 
ing iu birth until Chriſt be farm d in Souls ; fighting Gal. 4. 19. 
the good ſ ht of faith, with unchill'd ardour, and © * 
hde ity unwarp'd, reſiſt mg unto blood, ſtriving Ae Heb. 12, A 
gunſt in; nothing being able to unſix their con- 
ſtancy, ta ſlacken their endeavours, or juſtle m 
out of the line of duty. A © ic 
THE: Gay of God Who employs them, the ne- 
ſity & digntyof the Souls entruſted to theig care, 
the object and end of their Miniſtry, do with uni- 
ted importunity call for, and ſpeak their obliga- 
tions to, ſach zeal, watchful concern, and ſedu- 
lous-attendence on their work. Without this, 
tney*] incyer be able to riye Men off from their 
| beloved 
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beloyedi luſts, or to form the divine image in any 
Soul. The word is oſten „like a hoHow ſound 
in the air”, which ſoon languiſhes and expires : 


The Hammer of the Lord finds the heart of Man, 


obdurate as the Stone, unſuſceptible of any im- 

eſſions; or unſtable as water, the traces made on 
it are quickly effaced; or like melted wax, which 
77 turns as clay to the Seal, but by by it bar. 
dens dgdin and becomes impenetrable, chat the 


Fer. 6. 29. Fymitley melts in vain. Theſe conſiderations chal. 


lenge of the ſpiritual:Artificers, a fervent induſtry 
and moſt Mae rfgabie applications; as they ou 
not entirely forfeit the efficacy of their attempts, 
and im all things come ſhort of the Glory of Cod. 
Far the lazy drone, as well as the contemtible 
wenkling, muſt needs be une qu to this arduous 

and diteult tasks. i ee 
IV. OBSERVE, The deſgn and intention of the 
Apoſtle in all his adminiſtrations— that we may 
Preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. What he 
amd at, was to lead mon into a ſaving acquain- 
tance and living union with Chriſt, to liſt them 
into His fervice, to mould them into His image, 
to tate em lo from the 09d ſtock of conher name, 


5. 15. I. and to d t them intoithe true Vine, and then to 


advance ſuch to a ſpiritual matwity,' to bild 


A 0 e. u on their moſt holy Faith, an habitation 


Epbh. 1.22. 


for the Lord thro* tlie Spirit, fitly framing them 
together and helping them to grow uh in all things 
into Him, who is the head, and in the Ann tp/bor, 
to preſent them compianti in Chriſt, hen tlie 209 
of the noble ſtructurecſhatl ſoar as high as Glory, 
-UNTO/this was the bent and ambition of his 
Soul; chis was the vital motive of all his: ſtudy, 
and diffuſive labours. The pulſe of his heart beat 
high and ſtrong in deſires todo good ; his break 
How d with'pious concern, and was fired with 8 
Lo iO mo 
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moſt lifey zeal to /erre and ſave Souls, enkindled 
with a coal from cif the Altar, intirely pure from 
the /mozk of corrupt and dark deſigns. 

SEE thoſe pathętical breathlngs of his diſ- inte- 
reſted, affectionate Soul,. Our mouth is open 200. 6. r f. 
*« unto you, O ye Corinthians, our heart is en- 2001. 13 9. 
« larged : This we wiſh even your perfection. 

] pleaſe all men in all things not ſeeking mine 10010. 23 
« own profit, but the profit of many, that th 

„may be ſaved. And elſewhere, I've coveted no 42.48.45, 
man's gold, or ſilver, or 8 Did 1 0 
« make a gain of you, or of Men ſou't I glory? 013. 17 
« I ſpeak before God in Chriſt, I do all things, 

« dearly beloved, for your edifying, Being affecti- 2Cor12.19 
« onately deſirous of you, we are willing to im- 17506. 2. 8 
part not the Goſpel only, but our own Souls, 

« becauſe ze are dear unto us; for God is my . 1. 8. 
record, how greatly I long after you, in the 

« bowels of Chriſt. I wow'd gladly ſpend & be 201214, 
« ſpent for you, & you are in our hedrrs to live 15 5.3. 
« and die for you, tho' the more abundantly I a 
love you, the leſs I be loved; for I ſeek not 

« zour's but o; labouring night & day, I preach 

« unto you the Geſpel of God (always in every Phil. 1. 4. 
prayer alſo for you all, praying exceedingly ] 471 10 
that I might perfect that which is lacking in 8 
* your faith; for now we live, if ye ſtand faſt 

in the faith, we are glad when we are weak, 200r. 13.9. 
and ye are ſtrong. For what is our hope, or 
joy, or crown of rejoycing? Are not even x Theſ. 2, 


ye in the preſence ot the Lord Jeſus Chriſt at 


* his coming ? 
WHAT an uncommon pitch of divine heroiſm 
is here ? What ſublime ſtrains of true generoſity, 


and the moſt noble chaſtity of intention? 981 
AND hi bright Example preaches to all the ) 
Mmſters of Chriſt this Rt important DoSrine. 2 


A n 6 by 
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DOC.THAT inall their miniſterial Inbours,they ſhould 
make the converſion, and, edification of Men in Chriſt, 
their governing view, and ſov rei n aim. ¶ don't mean 
x 8 in contradiſtinction to the Glory of God, but to 

pPooral intereſt, honour, &c.) | 
THIS divine and excellent end, the good of 
Souls, muſt be primary in their intentions; This 
muſt give lm and /jfe to all their adminiſtrari. 
ons. They muſt enter upon the Miniſtry with 
Zhis-exalted view, and this muſt be the maſter 
ſprine of their motion in it. All their labours in the 
* doctrine, in prayer, in government, &c. are 
21.2 (like ſo many lines falling into a centre) all to 
924 confpire and meet in thts generous deſign; and all 
private Adyantages are readily to be ſacrificed for 

the promoting of it. 

„ © THUSqauns the Apoſtle's ſolemn: charge in 
115. 2,3. this matte Fred the Flock of God, taking the o. 
| delight thereof, not by conſtraint, but willmgly, not for 
futhy ire, but of u ready mind; neither as being 
Lords over God's heritage. Hence, Miniſters mul 
neither engage, nor act in this Lek from the lou 
principle ot nece//ty, (to get a living; crouching 
for a p ece of ſilver, ſaying, put me into the prieſt 
ee that I may eat a ma1ſel of bread, ) nor from the 
Af. +, 11. fimoniacal incentives of paltry avarice (teaching 
„ for hne and divining for money, thuſting after the wa 
Jude 11, ges of unrighteouſneſs, aud miming greedily after th 
errors of Balaam, for a reward) nor from the: fall 
ſcent of popular app/ar/e, (led by the bait ci 
honour, hunting after a name,purting on the ſolem! 
airs of the Zealor,& acting a part with ſubtil ar 
tifice, out of a Tain-olorios ene ng; Preach 
Phil. 1.15. Chriſt eren of envy& ſlrife;not ſrucerely,biit in pretenct 
Gal. 4.17. zealouſly affeting meu, but not well, walking in craft 
2Cor. 4. 2, ueſs to draw away diſciples after em) nor from thi 
3 Joh. 9. luſt of dominion, (elgring to have the ppe-emencs 
ag 


1 Sam. 2. 
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„and to lord it over God's heritage, and to walk in ON 
an empty ſhew. Theſe are four abominations, that Nob 12.3 
"if, defile the tabernacle of the Lord, ſtain the Prieſt. 9 
can ¶ hood, and are the blackeſt proſtitution of the Mi. 
CON niſterial character : and to be abhor'd and aban- 
2% 9on'd, as earthly, ſenſual, devil;ſh,as what ſink, men, 
into the line of Judas, Demas & Diotrephes, which 
were ſome of the dreggs of the children of cor- 
yu and into ha doleful cage of e 
&ribes. and Phariſees, hypocrites, who detowed widows: 6 
ſter houſes, and —— made long jrayers, & loved Aat23.14 
the praiſe of men, more thau the praiſe of Gad, and 
* therefore recerve, the greater damnation. 54 
UNCOUNTERFEIT /e/f-denial then is a im- 
po taut leſſon; and *ris of the /aſt concern to A. 1 
miſters, that they don't give way to a mercenary, 


or a ſelf-exalting ſpirit, uot uſing at A a cloxe 


— 


F couetouſneſs, uot 10 the liberty ſ a  cloke of 1Thef. 2.5. 
for malicioſneſs, nor a cover to, diſeuſe any ſervite, 

and ſordid affections whatever, The great Judge 
has a Windo into the breaſt,and can /ee-ithro*- the 
moſt jiniſot piece of refined hypocriſy into, the in- 
pure ſcenes. acted in the ſecret receſſes of the mind, 


eiue 
nul 
low 


77 which 10 mortal eye hath ſeen, or can ſee: and the 

bel 2 ful day is coming, when. tbe fre ſhall zry ere - 
Ming une, work of what ſort it , and in this ſhall the , Cc, 3. 
e Children of God be manifeſt and the Children ofthbe 


4 Dec:l, whoſoever hath not preached Chriſt in . 


Ilicity and godly ſmrerity, but with fleſbly wiſdom, 
J landling the word decerrfully, is not of God, and 
muſt rake his portion with the wnprefitable ſer- Dat. 25. 
vant, and with them, unto whom the Judge will — 
lay, { never knew yo | 
MINISTERS then muſt act all from a natural 
care for Souls,& with an inviolable regard to the 
Glory of God in the Converſion of Sinners, & the 
Edification of Saints, as they would approve * 
. 2 f ROE elves Bay TO» 


Thil. 2. 20. 


2 ; 4 


* 
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ſelves unto God, and have even their moſt abun. 
dnt labours be of any account in the day of 
retribution. jou ae, 

V. OBSERVE, The Apoſtle derio'd all his mi. 
miſteria! accompliſhments from Jeſus Cl nfſt— He 
preach'd in wiſdom, and with diligent - {abour, 
according to the working of Chriſt. All his aalents 
and abilities, his knowledge, prudence, zeal, fide. 
lity, ſedulity &c. were of the operation of Chriſt, 

. and the effuſions of His free bounty. Hence, 

1 Ti. 1. 12. elſewhere he ſays, I thmmk Chrift Jeſu our Lord, 
who hath enabled me, furniſh'd me to the work of 
the Miniſtry with ſuitable endowments... I was 

b. 3.7- made 4 Miniſter of the Goſpel, according to the gift of 
the grace of God given unto me, by | the effettual 
working of his power. FINE 

Note, *TIS Chriſt, who fits and qualifies Mini. 
ſters for the Sacred truſt and duty. 

Col. 1. 19. IN IIim, it, hath pleaſed the Father, ſnou'd dwell 
the rreaſires of wiſdom,riches of glo, and the fulneſs 
of everlaſting ſtrength, to furniſb their whole man, 
both thedye#re and executive powers; and 10 
man receives any thing, but what comes down 

Jam.1.17. from above, from the Father of Lights, unto whom 

are owing ev'ry god gift, and every perfect gift. 

Fob 32. 8. Tis the inſpiration of the Almighty, that begtts wider. 
flanding, and the unftion from the Holy Ons, that 
gives the ſpirit of a ſomd mind, He puts the 
treaſure in the earthen veſſels, and lights up 

the lamps of the ſanctuary, and keeps them 

burning. Miniſters are Scars, ſniining with light 


46 


borrow'd from the Sun of -Righteoufneſs. He. 


fets forth, and ſets forward the ſpiritual Racer. 

He fpriits and cis the ſpiritual Soldrer, provides 

him with arm: and rt illery, intpires him with mi- 

litary art aud dexterity, / gives him martial proweſs 

Plal.129.5 to ſptak with the comet the gites and girds ve 
wil 
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. with firength wto the battle, and makes his way 
perfect. 'Tis Chriſt the Lord that doth all theſe things. 
HENCE, It behaves Miniſters to be very much 
1. in che exercite of Bayer. They that wou'd be. 
le ne 5 for, and 1155 in Fo Mini ** 
„, the word, muſt give themſelves to prayer cont imialiy. 
ts The prqyer of = alex Tg is the 188 likely me- 48.0 2 
e- | thod to procure the z of the learntd, the dit. 
ft, gent haud, & an able head. The more fervent and 
ce, © requent one is at the throne of Grace, the better 
, ell he has of excelling in rength, of growin 
of | mg/ty in the Seriptures, and $ ful in the word 57 
pas © righteouſucſs. To be often in the moumt, having 
of hs concerjation much in 3 will 8 d = 
ual boch »yadiate, aud warm him in his work, will 
make his nffectons glow with an holy heat, and 
ii. his 1d ſparkle with rays of glorious hight, even 
: as the face of Moſes when he had been with God Br. 34. 3K 
e in .. | 
eſs AGAIN, Hence Miniſters muſt be comented 
in, with their Lord's diſpenſations and allotments 
no to them. He is Maſter of his own favours, and 
n node ro the counſel of 05 on no ther 
»m || makes one ſtar to differ from another in giory, riding 
ft, I] to every man ſeverally Le he Sleafech.. 75 one — 
er. || gives five calents, and to another one. The Sove. „ 
ar |} reign Potter forms the holy Veſſels of the temple 
the | with a juſt and admirable variety, as do 7he 
up || nake and conſtitution, (This is fiaer and that 
em || courſer, this is weater, that is ſtronger, this of gold, 2 Ti. a. a0. 
zhr and that of ſilver, this of wood and that of earth,) 
He. and then, as to the crent, capacity, & fas, as allo to 
r. the figure. and faſbion, aptitude and uſefulneſs, &e. 
des And there is none may fay unto Him, Var doeſt Jai. 45-9, 
mi- 1hou ? or My makeſt Thou me thus ? | | 
eſs LET not, then, the Men of low degree, & gf ſmall 
gr. account in e Fat ber's Houſe, who art forced 
1 en 


5 


3 
Mat zo. 15 


Cor. 4.5. 
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to creep in the duſt, and lift up Flow-ſoares and 
Hover Uh inſtead of ſwords and 122 I fay, 
et not 1 look upon our feires with -d,ſconrage. 
ment and diſcontent, neither with envy and emula. 
tion upon others, that move in an higher” ſphere, 
diſtinguiſht with brighter viſions, and more alun- 
dant Honour; for may not the Lord do, what he will, 
with his ow u! Let us be faithful in a little, and 
*rwill abound to our account. And on the other 
hand, let not hoſe deſpiſe the let noble, and 
weaker veſſels. Let not the golden Candleſticks 
look, either upon the earthen Lamps with ſuper. 
cilious contempt, or upon themſelves with elated 
Pride; for who maketh thee to differ ? and what haſt 
thou, that thou didſt not receive? Now, if thou dif 
receive it, why doſt thou glory? Let ſuch, as perch 
on the pinacle of the temple, take heed, leſt they 
grow giddy at any time, and give the | Prince of 
the power of the air an advantage againſt them. 
Pride goes before a fall. | | 

VI. OBSERVE The extraordinary drome Aids, 
and happy Succeſs gracionſly- pouchſaf'd the faithful 
Apoſile—Striving ( ſays he) according to His 
working, which worketh in me * mghtily. This 
may. be conſidered under a double Tpekt, as in- 
timating his Aſſtence in his Miniſtry, and the 
Succeſs of it. The Lord wro't in him mightily, 
and by him upon others ſavingly. 

1. WE may underſtand by it the Aſiſtences he 
met with, the ſupplies of grace and ſtrength he 
received from above, from the fulncſs of Chriſt, 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt did furniſh this great 
Apoſtle at f/f with an unuſual ſtock of divine 
gifts and graces to trade with for his Maſters fc, 
but zhjs wou'd ſoon have been imporeriſh't and 
exhauſted with his more abundant fatigue;,tuffer- 
ings, {eryices and cares, had he not been an, 

| | | X * 
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ed with freſþ ſupplies from the Head of Influen- 
ces. Without a flow of ſap from the root of 
Jefle, and the vivific beams cf the Sun of Righte. 
hes ro animate, ſtrengthen, and ſuſtain, his 
moſt fruitful Vie wou'd foon have withered, his 
excelent gifts been under a blaſt, and the fair - 
bloflums have dropt off. This poliſhed ſhaft and. 
moſt pretious of the Sons of Zion wou'd quickly fer. 49-% 
have degenerated into an earthen pitcher 5 the Ta. 4. 
gold have become dim, and the fine gold changed. 
BUT his was his happineſs and honour; He 
had the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt continual. 
ly lung and brightening op his zalents,divine 
virtue from on high preſerving & improving them, 
the 1507 of Chriſt abidmg in him, —— 
nim owerful aſſiſtences, every way ſuſpcient 
for in; 11 that he, who was he fri of 2Cor.12.9. 
h:mfelf, was full of power by the Spirit of the Lord Mic. 3. 8. 
of Hoits, ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of his 
micht ; and when he was preſſed out of mealure, 2Cor.x,8. 
and above frength by labours, and troubles, yet 85 
he did not faint, nor fail, but performed all things, 
endured all things, thro' Chriit ſtrengthning of him, pi! 413. 
and working in hm mightily. ; 

NOW, Theſe things were written for our 
conſola ion & encouragement, upon whom the 
ends of the World are come, that we ſhould not 
fear nor be diſmay'd at any time. 

HENCE, then, we may take up this uſeful 
Obſercation, namely, That Faithful Miniſters may 
expect from the Lord eus Chiiſt all thoſe ſupplies 
both of Skil aud ſtrength, they need in order to the ful- 
filng their Miniſtry. 

SUCH, as are true Alen, and faithful Servants, 
may depend upon Him, that has put em into a 
militaty condition, for all the aſſiſtence, they 
nerd in order to the warring a good rarfare. — Ti. t. 18 
Hah al Wl 


{ 40 


If4149. 29. to em, when they are faint, an 
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will teach their fingers to fight, and the arms of 
their hands ſnall be made frong by the mighty 
God of Jacob; He will annoinc - 2b with freſh 
oyl, and renew their bow in their hand, will 
make them a ew heart, and new Pirie, give power 

when they've 


Dee. $1, no might, increaſe of ſtrength. They that wait 
Nom. 1 2. 7. upon the Lord, that wait ou their Miniſtry, ſhall 


renew their ſtrength as the Ergies, and mount up 
with wings; They ſhall walk and not faint, un 
and not be weary, being upheld by the greatneſs 
of his might, who is head over all, and without 
whom (the mouth of truth hath ſpoken it) they 


Job. 15.5, can do nothing. They are his Embaſſadors, and as 


Deut. 33 


long as they act by his authority, and keep to their | 


credentials, He will bear them 2, and bear em 
out; He will ſtrive with them, and work fo 
them”. The fountain of Jacob ſhall cover em, and 
underneath be his everlaſting arms. The bleſſing of 
Aber ſhall come upon them, as their days we, ſoſball 


* their ſtrength be. The God of Jeſhwun will be their 


a.; 39. be made perfect in their weakieſs. Refreſhment 


refuge and the ſhield of their belp ; His ſtrength ſhall 


ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord, the 
Heavens ſhall drop down dew, & the Sun afford 
ſuperiour influence to help their infirmities, and 
impregnate them with vigour and reſolution to 
carry on their work. He, who walks in the maſt 


Rez. 2.1 of the golden Candleſt icks, will hold the Stars in the 
Hi. 49.7. ſbadom of his right hund, until he ſift the ſcene and 


take em into his boſom, and heavenly embraces. 
Such truſt have we, thro' the promiſes, to 

Chriſt-ward. | 
2. I paſs now to the 0:her ſenſe of the phraſe; 
which worketh in me mightily, i. e. with conquer- 
ing efficacy, and apparent power, to 77 
with great ſucceſs, The pleaſure of the Lord 
Fas Fs Froſpered 


$0. ns 2” wn *%u 


= 
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roſpered in his hands, and the whole eficiency he 

reloly'd into the energetical preſence of Chriſt wich 

him. Hence Mie, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Au- 

tbor of all ſucceſs in the work of.the Miſtry. The 

efcacy of the Word preach't is not owing to the 

influence of men's wiſdom & eloquence ; It do's 

not depend upon dint of argument, or the charms 

of moral ſuaſion, nor upon the natural energy, or 

virtue of the Word itſelf, or any external means 

but 'tis to be attributed intirely to the ſpecial he- 

ration of Chriſt. He is the author, and fm/ber of the 

whole affazr, effeFually working in his MiniGers ; e 
in Peter to the Aboeſbip of the circumciſion, and the Gal. 2. 8.” 
ſame was mighty in Paul towards the Gentiles, He muſt 


both open their lips ro ſpeak, and the peoples hearts 


o 


opened of the Lord, a 20. 2.12. 


to receive. A door muſt 

door of utterauce, and a door of entrance. The Fa- 

ther of Glory (with whom are the words of eter- 

nal life ) muſt utter his voice, and that a mighty 

voice, commanding the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 

elſe the Sumer in his frozen grave, dead in treſ- 

paſſes and.ſins,0n whom the ſhadows of the even- y. 6. 4 

ing, and he chains of darkneſs are ſtretcht forth, 

will nor Hear, nor open hiseyes to diſcern the things 

of God. Unleſs the Sun r ariſe with 

ay” Spur; his wings, anoint ing their eyes with Rev. 3. 18 

He. ſalve, and taking off the ſcales, the moſt bright : 

aud dignify'd Lamunary's in the centre of light and, 
tulneſs of meridian glory, wou'd never be able to 

call men out of darkneſs into the marvellous light 1 Ve. 2. 9: 

of the kaowlege of God, © This renovatign (Jays 7 | 4B 

a moſt rexerend Divine) is an inſtance of the ſame 7 2 
Besant power, which exerted itſelf in the 15 _— 2 
reatiou of things, and in the Reſurrection of Chri 2d. Vol. 0s 
tho' not altogether after the ſame namen. Ibis 5a. 369. & 
change is called a new creation, as it. - men were 370. 


moulded and faſhioned ner again, e 


9 
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had fuch a change wro't in them, as the creatin 
power of God made, in bringing this beautifu 
and orderly frame of things, our of their dark 
Kom. 6. 4. and rude ave”, Aud like as Chriſt was raiſed from 
/ the dend by the i, oryof the Father, ſo we alſo ave raiſed 
Epb. 1.20. to newneſs 22 fo the operation of his mighty 


Power, 
THEREFORE, Uiie/s the creater of all the 
ends'of the earth, the God who raiſeth the dead, 
' revel His grmand make known the exceeding great 
o. ne8 of his power ; the Prophets thall become wind, 
_ aid done Mall bew ben to che ſound of the trumpet, 
Dal.ss 7* Al halt be like the Adder, "_ to the voice of the 
* — eh ehmm he never ſo wiſely. Miniſters are ap- 


Joh i 2. — 


75 d to edi io — of Chriſt : but except the 
Hal. 125.1 Leg brig the Yakinr fn wake f and fo take 
heed to the — "bf 1 0 riſt, but except the Lord 
kee eh the city, the wůtr man waketh but in rain: and 
to ben CLP, Sinners, but tho' they vſe up early, 
work while the = laſts, fit up late, and eat the bread 
of earneſt eme; i | will be fruitleſs and abortive, 
unleſs the power of the moſt Righ overſbadow the Souls 
of Men: and tof, Io ht agamſt pri * ren & powers, 
(the powers of 2 -man, and the confederate 
forces of the flrong man armed, ) but wilef eek 

55 forth, im the engt h of the Lot of Hoſts ; 

on make an em 2 flouriſh, and ſcuffle 10 
| purpoſe, o 9 Lij ght of Iira6l be for a fire, 
Iſai.10.17 and hs hely One ru flame; unleſs the Captain 
Hof the Hoſt of the Lord ride on the heavens for 
their help, and in his excellency on the skies, 
' ſhaking his hand ayainft the haughty with terror, 
and hewing down the hi 175 ones of ſtature — 
iron, the army of the aliens will — the holy 
Tribe to the rout, conſume their glory & ſwee 
them away as a {| The Dr web, either by ſtrengt 


or r ſtratazem. e Dragon will rage & tear * 


Pn Am At _— 3 n mn 
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to pieces, or the ſerpent will p/ay upon em & tre- 
pan 'em with his wiles, that zone thall be recozered 
out 4 the ſnare of the Devil, for verily this is the 
work of the Lord cf Hoſts, with whom is ever. Jer. 5. 25. 
laſting ſtrength, who openeth his armour, and | 
bringeth forth the weapons of righteouſneſs, ſend. 
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ing judgment unto wvifory, An arm of fleſh. can Mac 12. 20 
give but feeble and ineffective blows ; It's utmoſt 
efforts alone will make no more impreſſion upoh | 
the habitation of the ſhong, than the light 20. 49.19. 
touch of one's finger upon a wall of ſtone, It is \ 
the arm of the Lord that bringeth Satcatiqn, that Jai. 63. 5. 
breaks in pieces the Leviathan, and-taketh from hin | 
all his armour wherein he truſted, and bringeth out ILK. 1 1. 22 
115 le % ee f ith on bis thigh, & ride pa 
e gd the ſword of truth on hi thigh, & ride Pſa} 48.2. 

forth in 1 the r Col pel, if he * 
lift up his ſtandard and aſcend on high, he will 
make the place of his feet beautiful and glorious, 
and his right hand ſhall teach him terrible things, 
he will lead captivity captive, and make the ene- {/72 59.19. 
my, that comes in as a flood to ſcatter and fly as Lux. 10. 18 
a cloud, and Satan to fall like lightning from | 
Heaven. He will turn the wiſe men back, and 1/ai.44.25. 
make their counſel fooliſhneſs, but he will confirm 
the word of 1 and perform the coumſet N his 
meſſengers, by the preatueſs of his might ; for that He 40. 26. 
is ſtrong in power, not aue faileth, where He ap- 
points the Sword and gives it a charge. The 4- 
chers ſhall »ot return aſhamed; He will give the 
enemy as duſt to their ſpear, and as driven ſtubble 
to their bow, in the day of bis power. © Surely. then, 
the leaf of the Flock ſhall pur a hook in the Lion's 
noſtrils and dragg him out of his den; the graſs. 
hoppers purſue the Anakims, and tuo put ten tho. Pſal 6o.12 
[md to flight ; thro' God they thall 40 valiaitly, Hal. 68. 28 
who commandeth * ſtrength, and e ; 

| 1 that 
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200. 2.14. that which he worketh for them; In Chriſt th, 
Gen. 3. 15. ſpall trumph, who breaketh the Serpents head, 


Tſal.11. 4. 


Rom. 9. 16. 


bruiſeth Satan under their feet, reins in the power 
and malice of the Wolves that wou'd devour the 
Flock, and who bows the heart of the people by 
the ſaving ſtrength of his right hand, turning the 
rock into a ſtanding water, and the flint into a 
fountain of rivers. | 

SO then it w not in him that willeth, nor of hin 
that ru neth. The race u not to the ſwiſt, nor the 


Eecl. 9. 11. zattle to the ſtrong nor yet favour to men of il; but 


Provi6.z3 


Fob 37. 7. 


100. 1.26. 


Dial. 8. 2. 


1 Cor. 2. 5. 


Lai. 49. 4. 


"Heb. 6. 7. 


when the lot is caſt into the lap, the whole dif. 
poſing thereof is of the Lord, and ſometimes in- 
decd he is pleaſed to ſea! up the hand of mau 
wiſe men after the fleſb, and chuſeth the fooliſo things 
of this world to confound the wiſe, & the weak things 
of this world to bring to mug the things which 
are mighty, that no fleſh ſorul? glory m his preſence, 
Tis to the honour of the Agent to work the no- 
bleſt effects by contemtiþle, & impropable means. 
Therefore out of the mouth of Babes, & Sucklings le 
ordains fliength to ſtill u enemy & the avenger ;*and 
dignify's deſpiſed, broken. veſſels to b the i!nſtrious, 
and moſt effectua! inſtruments of his glory, that all 
men may know his wo k ; and that their ut ſhou'd 
not ſtand in the wiſdom of man, but in the power of 
God, which worketh all in all. 

* HENCE, Let Miniflers le cnitrely refgyed to Chriſt, 
the Lord of the Ilmteſt, as to the fruit of their labour; 
Tho' they ſpend their ſtrength far nought, an 
in vain all the day long ſtretch out their hand to 
a gainſaying and rebellious people, yet ſie! 
thei judgment is with the Lord, and their work with 
God. I they /ow much, tho' they Cap little or 
nothing; tho' the Vingyard does not yield fruit 
meet for them, by whom "tis dreſſed, wot receiving the 
Nel fon God, but degengrates into an howling 
Mm” os wildernels, 


5. 
-4 


Relating to the Goſpel-Miniſtry. 


wilderneſs, er barren deſart, bearing thorns and 
briars, nigh unto curſing, or at moſt affords only, as -der. 8. 
'rwere, the grape-gleanings of the vintage, yet this 
may adminiſter comfort to the faithful Servants of 
Chriſt, that they've diſcharg'd their duty & acted 
their part, and the want of ſucceſs ſhall be no bay 
to their acceptance, for they are unto God a ſweet ſa= 2057. 2.1 
our of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them that” © 5 
ter iſb. Tho' Iſrael he not gathered, yet they are glonous _ 
in his e, es, with whom they have to do, and tho“?! 
they Joſe their labour, they ſhall not loſe their re- 
ward. The battel s the Lord's, and not theirs, he 20hra20. 15 
umpires the ſucceſs of every campaign, and if 
they are good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, tho“ they do Iſai. ag. 6, 
not turn the battel to the pate, and the ſpirits be y 
not ſubjet to them, yet this may be their crown of Luk. 10. 20 
reJoyeing, that their names are written in heaven ; 
For in this caſe, if there be firſt a * mind, and 
then a diligent hand, it i accepted according to that a 
man bath and not according to that he hath not. Their 
acceptance and reward is in proportion to the 
degree of their care and pains,and not to the etent 
and ſucceſs ; 'tis meaſur'd by their deli, and not 
by the efcacy of their Jabours, for this1s wholly of 1 
the Lord, and their /rficiency u of God. 0 

AGAIN, Hence, Le: Mnnſters wait upon Chriſt 
for ſucceſs. Thoſe, that labour in the harvelt, + 
muſt ſow in tears, and with ſtrong crying, they mult 
ſleep their ſeed in prayer, and ſcal inſtruction with 
ſupplication. They muſt aſcend on Jacobs ladder 
up to mount Gerizzmm to fetch down a bleſſing on 
Zen, and her proviſion ; upon Levi, and his ſubſtance, 
oa the fruit of his lips, and the work of his hands. 
For this, they muſt with irreſiftible importunity 
beſiege the Throne of Grace, heath out their moſt a= 
dent requeſts, agonize with holy violence at the 
foot of the mercy-feat; wreſting down from — 

atacr 
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Father of Lights a word of bleſſing on their per- 
| ſons and Ae to — them „* 
2Cor.9.10. ability and ſucceſs, both miniſtring bread for food 
aud multiplying their feed ſown, 2 mcreaſing the 
Fruits of thei righteouſneſs 

Col. 4. 12. AND all this muſt be neyer-ceaſing and perpe- 
| tual, cyen as Epaphras laboured always fervent. 
Ex.17.11. I in Prayers. If they let down their hands, Amalek 
Cor will prevail, If then they expect and defire to 
10.1%. have the weapons of their warfare mighty thro! 
. 12. God, they muſt hold up, and keep :heir han 2 
until the going down of the ſun. Thus the Cloſer 

muſt crown the Field with ſucceſs. 

AGAIN, Hence, Let not people rely upon, nor glory 
in Men, Some truſt in Chariots & ſome in Horſe. 
men, but, be aſvamed O Iſrael, put uo your confi. 
dence in may, that is a worm, or the fon of man, 
whoſe breath is in his naſtrils, and whereof is he to 

| be accounted? Dependence upon Miniſters is a 
derogation from the Lord of Glory, whoſe ap- 

Dal. 29. propriate and ſole prerogative tis, to give ſtiength 
—27* unto his people. The Lord is their light and 5 e, 
the ſword of their excellency, and the rock of 

1 Cor. 3. 5. their ſalvation. Who is Paul, and who is ola: 
bdut Miniſters, by whom ye believed, according as 

the Lord gaue to ev'ry man? Ye are his building, 

100. 3. 9. B. nb, Bis husbandry ; ſo then, neither 
. e that planteth, any thing, nor he that watcreth ; 
but God that gieeth the mcreaſe. Inſtrument: 

muſt be own'd and honour'd in their order and 

der. 4. I. due meaſure. Let a man ſo account of them, as the 
; ' Almiſtersof Chriſt, and Stewards of the ityſteries 0 
| God. They muſt not be over-rated, nor under. vn. 
lud. There is a great and juſt reſpect to be paid 

their character. Unto Chriſt is due the glory o 


Eſfciency, but to them the honour of miſtrumen- 
,tality. Chriſt is the Iſiſter. builder; N are 
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Inder. labourers, working together with God. They are 100. 3. 9. 
then to be eſteemed. highly in love as ſuch. But let 
people take heed, that their © reſje# do not de- 
generate into ſinful a&miration of nien s perſons”, 
and a faQtious and dangerous partiality, magni- 
fying this and wllifying that. For while one ſaith, Cor 
[ am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not 1 Cor. 3. 4. 
canal ? Let People learn then not to think of 10or. 4. 6. 
men abore that which is written, that no one---be 
tnffed up for one againſt another, © Rais'd ex- 
pectations from man, may provoke God to blaſt 
the moſt promiſing mean's”. R 

AGAIN, Hence, let Miniſters give Chriſt the 
:lory of all that ſucceſs they meet with in their labours. 
When the ſpiritual Husbandman takes a view of 
his field, and ſees the full corn in the ear, plants of Mit: 13. 
renown, trees of righteouſneſs, and principal wheat, Iſai. 28. 25. 
growing in the good ground, that beareth fruit to —G61. 3 
tei fett ion, let Chriſt reap an harveſt of 00 from 
him. Do the Goſpel Fiſber-men draw their net 
to the N and gather of the abundanct of 
the Seas? Then, let Chriſt have a tribute of ho- 
nour, wit nut whom, they might toit gli day 
ght and catey nothing.. Are any built up an habi.' 
tation of God? Let Owif have the rent, and reve- 
nue, the profit and praiſe. At the laying of 
every lwing ſtone in the holy temple, let there be 
the ſhout of Grace, Grace; and glory to God in the © 
#255 When the word preach't is the miniſtration 
of Life, and an odour ot a ſweet ſmell; let Mini- 
ſters beware of burning incenſe to themſelves. 

THE Apoſi/e was peculiarly tender of the honour: 
of Chil in thi: point. He took all occafions to 
magnify and exalt the Grace of God which was given 
to him, * at the deny time, he is glving an ac _ 
count of his own ſervicey and ſuccelſts, and vin. 
ca;mg himſelf from the aſperſions of malice 


envy 
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Ty envy, *. takes infinite care always to ſocurs unt 

the divine power and ble ſing the intire glor 'Y, & wit 

the. moſt profound humulity, ſinks himſelf to ti 

duſt under a view of his own nothingneſs. T 

3 Cor. 12. become ( ſays be) a fool in lorying, ye have con 

pelled me : 2 T out to have been commended of you 

Jor in icy am I behind the very chief af the 

, -» Poſites, tho' I am nothing. But by the grace of Go 

Zam what I am ; and Tis ace which. was beſtowe 

upon me, was 1 in vain ; but 1 labeur'd more abun 

ntly thay the all: get not 4, but, the grace 1 Go 
which was 540 e. 

THE humble temper & |, [pirit of his; pron A 

oſtle wou'd well become every Goſpel-Miniſte 

Let none boaſt. of ſo much as begin. ta commend them 

1 7 7 *Shall the ten boaſt icic)f againſt, the 2 

ter? or the ax againſt hin that bros therewith 

or thall the {my magnify itſelf againſt bw tba 

9 it? as if the af Wend lift up icfelf, as j 


"FRE: moſt br Je re Preacher js iS but an Tſlrment 
the excellency of the power is of Chriſt, ane 
therefore the excellency of dignity, and the Fa 
of all is owing to Him. 

"LET: Miner then aſcribe paco Im the & 01 
. that's due unto him, / Jang forth the Honour of l 
| Paife and make hu name g inn., Aſcribe if 11755 
"T/al68. 34, unto him, whoſe ai 1 Ipael, a 
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Relating to the Goſpel-Miniftry. 
when I've preached to others, I may not be 
4 Caſtaway ; that it may not unhappy 
Lot to ſerve only to light others ro Heaven, and 
be my ſelf at laſt abandoned to utter darkneſs; but 
that I may me taught of the Lord, how to behave 
ſelf in the houſe of God, which u the church of 
ihe living God, and how to behave my ſelf, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in faith, in pwity, 
worſhi ping od in the ſpirit and in truth, ſervin 
him in the ſpirit and power of godlineſs, wit 
humility, and fidelity, watchi Souls, as one 
that muſt give an account, that 1 may ſave my ſelf, 
aud thew that hear me ; that I may have a nal m 
the holy place, and may with you be comforted,when 
Ss refreſhment ſpall come from the preſence 
the . Irn | | 
LET this be your bearts defire, aud prayer to God 
for me, Now, the God er Ven be with you all. 
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